[image: image1.jpg]>
l<oolearn
TR



新东方在线 [www.koolearn.com ] 四六级资料大全-词汇 语法 写作 听力 阅读 翻译 完形

[image: image2.png]ﬁ%-ﬁﬁ& i a - L;I ;xl ;xl

www.koolearn.com [ 5B @ M- R w




新东方在线考研资料免费下载中心

精华视频推荐：名师王兆飞解析2011.6四六级写作真题
               名师赵建昆解析2011.6四级听力真题
               名师赵建昆解析2011.6六级听力真题 
四级资料精选：
【词汇】
2011四级备考：常用短语和核心词汇
2011四级考试备考：高频短语与搭配
英语四级考试高频词汇每日突破
新东方英语四级考试词汇课堂
【语法】
2011英语四级考试基础语法辅导
2011年12月四级考试过关名师语法讲义
2011年12月四级考试过关高级语法讲义
大学英语四级考试常用语法精选
【写作】
四六级考试写作过关必备：加分句型
2011英语四级考试写作推荐句型解析
四级考试写作必备:常见词汇英文表达
四级写作暑期提高：必备高分佳句
【听力】
四级听力备考：常考习语和易混淆词汇
2011英语四级考试听力过关必备短语
2011英语四级考试听力复习技巧
新东方四级考试听力名师课堂讲义
【阅读】

大学英语四级考试拓展阅读-晨读美文
名师总结四级考试阅读理解高频词汇
四级考试阅读高频词汇分类总结
四级考试阅读主旨题解题技巧实战
大学英语四级考试阅读经典真题练习
    89-cet4

    Part II Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    More than 30,000 drivers and front seat passengers are killed or seriously injured each year. At the speed of only 30 miles per hour it is the same as falling from a third-floor windows. Wearing a seat belt saves lives; it reduces your chance of death or serious injury by more than half.

    Therefore drivers or front seat passengers over 14 in most vehicles must wear a seat belt. If you do not, you could be fined up to ￡50. it will not be up to the drivers to make sure you wear your belt. But it will be the driver’s responsibility to make sure that children under 14 do not ride in the front unless they are wearing a seat belt of some kind.

    However, you do not have to wear a seat belt if you reversing your vehicle; or you are making a local delivery or collection using a special vehicle; or if you have a valid medical certificate which excuses you from wearing it. Make sure these circumstances apply to you before you decide not to wear you seat belt. Remember you may be taken to court for not doing so, and you may be fined if you cannot prove to the court that you have been excused from wearing it.

    21. This text is taken from ________.

    A) a medical magazine    B) a police report   C) a legal document   D) a government information booklet

    22.
Wearing a seat belt in a vehicle ________.

    A) reduces road accidents by more than half   B) saves lives while driving at a speed up to 30 miles per hour

    C) reduces the death rate in traffic accidents          D) saves more than 15,000 lives each year

    23. It is the driver’s responsibility to ________.

    A) make the front seat passenger wear a seat belt    B) make the front seat children under 14 wear a seat belt

    C) stop children riding in the front seat            D) wear a seat belt each time he drives

    24. According to the text, which of the following people riding in the front dos not have to wear a seat belt?

    A) Someone who is backing into a parking space.

    B) Someone who is picking up the children from the local school.

    C) Someone who is delivering invitation letters.

    D) Someone who is under 14.

    25. For some people, it may be better ________.

    A) to wear a seat belt for health reasons                     B) not to wear a seat belt for health reasons

    C) to get valid medical certificate before wearing a seat belt     D) to pay a fine rather than wear a seat belt

    Passage Two

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    If you want to stay young, sit down and have a good think. This is the research finding of a team of Japanese doctors, who say that most of our brains are not getting enough exercise—and as a result, we are ageing unnecessarily soon.

    Professor Taiju Matsuzawa wanted to find out why otherwise healthy farmers in northern Japan appeared to be losing their ability to think and reason at a relatively early age, and how the process of ageing could be slowed down.

    With a team of colleagues at Tokyo National University, he set about measuring brain volumes of a thousand people of different ages and varying occupations.

    Computer technology enabled the researchers to obtain precise measurements of the volume of the front and side sections of the brain, which relate to intellect (智能) and emotion, and determine the human character. (The rear section of the brain, which controls functions like eating and breathing, does not contract with age, and one can continue living without intellectual or emotional faculties.)

    Contraction of front and side parts—as cells die off—was observed I some subjects in their thirties, but it was still not evident in some sixty- and seventy-year-olds.

    Matsuzawa concluded from his tests that there is a simple remedy to the contraction normally associated with age—using the head.

    The findings show in general terms that contraction of the brain begins sooner in people in the country than in the towns. Those least at risk, says Matsuzawa, are lawyers, followed by university professors and doctors. White collar workers doing routine work in government offices are, however, as likely to have shrinking brains as the farm worker, bus driver and shop assistant.

    Matsuzawa’s findings show that thinking can prevent the brain from shrinking. Blood must circulate properly in the head to supply the fresh oxygen the brain cells need. “The best way to maintain good blood circulation is through using the brain,” he says, “Think hard and engage in conversation. Don’t rely on pocket calculators.”

    26. The team of doctors wanted to find out ________.

    A) why certain people age sooner than others               B) how to make people live longer

    C) the size of certain people’s brains                      D) which people are most intelligent

    27. On what are their research findings based?

    A) A survey of farmers in northern Japan.             B) Tests performed on a thousand old people.

    C) The study of brain volumes of different people       D) The latest development of computer technology.

    28.The doctor’s test show that ________.

    A) our brains shrink as we grow older

    B) the front section of the brain does not shrink

    C) sixty-year-olds have the better brains than thirty-year-olds

    D) some people’s brains have contracted more than other people’s

    29. The word “subjects” in Paragraph 5means ________.

    A) something to be considered                         B) branches of knowledge studied

    C) persons chosen to be studied in an experiment          D) any member of a state except the supreme ruler

    30. According to the passage, which people seem to age slower than the others?

    A) Lawyers.     B) Farmers.      C) Clerks.      D) Shop assistants.

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    On June 17, 1744, the officials from Maryland and Virginia held a talk with the Indians of the Six Nations. The Indians were invited to send boys to William and Mary College. In a letter the next day the refused the offer as follows:

    We know that you have a high opinion of the kind of learning taught in your colleges, and that the costs of living of our young men, while with you, would be very expensive to you. We are convinced that you mean to do us good by your proposal; and we thank you heartily. But you must know that different nations have different ways of looking at things, and you will therefore not be offended if your ideas of this kind of education happen not t be the same as yours. We have had some experience of it. Several of our young people were formerly brought up at the colleges of the northern provinces: they were taught all your sciences; but, when they came back to us, they were bad runners, ignorant of every means of living in the woods… they were totally good for nothing.

    We are, however, not the less obliged by your kind offer, though we refuse to accept it; and, to show our grateful sense of it, if the gentlemen of Virginia will send up a dozen of their sons, we will take care of their education, teach them in all we know, and make men of them.

    31. The passage is about ________.

    A) the talk between the Indians and the officials                  B) the colleges of northern provinces

    C) the educational values of the Indians     D) the problems of the Americans in the mid-eighteenth century

    32. The Indians’ chief purpose in writing the letter seems to be to ________.

    A) politely refuse a friendly offer                     B) express their opinion on equal treatment

    C) show their pride                                D) describe Indian customs

    33. According to the letter, the Indians believed that ________.

    A) it would be better for their boys to receive some schooling       B) they were being insulted by the offer

    C) they knew more about science than the officials        D) they had a better way of educating young men

    34. Different from the officials’ view of education, the Indians thought ________.

    A) young women should also be educated               B) they had different goals of education

    C) they taught different branches of science              D) they should teach the sons of the officials first

    35. The tone of the letter as a whole is best described as ________.

    A) angry      B) pleasant      C) polite       D) inquiring

    Passage Four

    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    In what now seems like the prehistoric times of computer history, the earth’s postwar era, there was quite a wide-spread concern that computers would take over the world from man one day. Already today, less than forty years later, as computers are relieving us of more and more of the routine tasks in business and in our personal lives, we are faced with a less dramatic but also less foreseen problem. People tend to be over-trusting of computers and are reluctant to challenge their authority. Indeed, they behave as if they were hardly aware that wrong buttons may be pushed, or that a computer may simply malfunction (失误).

    Obviously, there would be no point in investing in a computer if you had to check all its answers, but people should also rely on their own internal computers and check the machine when they have the feeling that something has gone wrong.

    Questioning and routine double-checks must continue to be as much a part of good business as they were in pre-computer days. Maybe each computer should come with the warning: for all the help this computer may provide, it should not be seen as a substitute for fundamental thinking and reasoning skills.

    36. What is the main purpose of this passage?

    A) To look back to the early days of computers.

    B) To explain what technical problems may occur with computers.

    C) To discourage unnecessary investment in computers.

    D) To warn against a mentally lazy attitude towards computers.

    37. According to the passage, the initial concern about computers was that they might ________.

    A) change our personal lives                       B) take control of the world

    C) create unforeseen problems                     D) affect our businesses

    38. The passage recommends those dealing with computers to ________.

    A) be reasonably doubtful about them               B) check all their answers

    C) substitute them for basic thinking                D) use them for business purposes only

    39. The passage suggests that the present-day problem with regard to computers is ________.

    A) challenging    B) psychological      C) dramatic      D) fundamental

    40. It can be inferred from the passage that the author would disapprove of ________.

    A) investment in computers                  B) the use of one’s internal computer

    C) double-check on computers               D) complete dependence on computers for decision-making
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    Part II Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    Oceanography has been defined as “The application of all sciences to the study of the sea”.

    Before the nineteen century, scientists with an interest in the sea were few and far between. Certainly Newton considered some theoretical aspects of it in his writings, but he was reluctant to go to sea to further his work.

    For most people the sea was remote, and with the exception of early intercontinental travelers or others who earned a living from the sea, there was little reason to ask many questions about it, let alone to ask what lay beneath the surface. The first time that question “What is at the bottom of the oceans?” had to be answered with any commercial consequence was when the laying of a telegraph cable from Europe to America was proposed. The engineers had to know the depth profile (起伏形状) of the route to estimate the length of cable that had to be manufactured.

    It was to Maury of the US Navy that the Atlantic Telegraph Company turned, in 1853, for information on this matter. In the 1840s, Maury had been responsible for encouraging voyages during which soundings (测声) were taken to investigate the depths of the North Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Later, some of his findings aroused much popular interest in his book The Physical Geography of the Sea.

    The cable was laid, but not until 1866 was the connection made permanent and reliable. At the early attempts, the cable failed and when it was taken out for repairs it was found to be covered in living growths, a fact which defied contemporary scientific opinion that there was no life in the deeper parts of the sea.

    Within a few years oceanography was under way. In 1872 Thomson led a scientific expedition (考察), which lasted for four years and brought home thousands of samples from the sea. Their classification and analysis occupied scientists for years and led to a five-volume report, the last volume being published in 1895.

    21. The proposal to lay a telegraph cable from Europe to America made oceanographic studies take on ________.

    A) an academic aspect                           B) a military aspect

    C) a business aspect                             D) an international aspect

    22. It was ________ that asked Maury for help in oceanographic studies.

    A) the American Navy                         B) some early intercontinental travelers

    C) those who earned a living from the sea         D) the company which proposed to lay an undersea cable

    23. The aim of the voyages Maury was responsible for in the 1840s was ________.

    A) to make some sounding experiments in the oceans      B) to collect samples of sea plants and animals

    C) to estimate the length of cable that was needed         D) to measure the depths of the two oceans

    24. “Defied” in the 5th paragraph probably means “________”.

    A) doubted       B) gave proof to         C) challenged        D) agreed to

    25. This passage is mainly about ________.

    A) the beginnings of oceanography                    B) the laying of the first undersea cable

    C) the investigation of ocean depths                   D) the early intercontinental communications

    Passage Two ★
    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    Normally a student must attend a certain number of courses in order to graduate, and each course which he attends gives him a credit which he may count towards a degree. In many American universities the total work for a degree consists of thirty-six courses each lasting for one semester. A typical course consists of three classes per week for fifteen weeks; while attending a university a student will probably attend four or five courses during each semester. Normally a student would expect to take four years attending two semesters each year. It is possible to spread the period of work for the degree over a longer period. It is also possible for a student to move between one university and another during his degree course, though this is not in fact done as a regular practice.

    For every course that he follows a student is given a grade, which is recorded, and the record is available for the student to show to prospective employers. All this imposes a constant pressure and strain of work, but in spite of this some students still find time for great activity in student affairs. Elections to positions in student organizations arouse much enthusiasm. The effective word of maintaining discipline is usually performed by students who advise the academic authorities. Any student who is thought to have broken the rules, for example, by cheating has to appear before a student court. With the enormous numbers of students, the operation of the system does involve a certain amount of activity. A student who has held one of these positions of authority is much respected and it will be of benefit to him later in his career.

    26. Normally a student would at least attend ________ classes each week.

    A) 36       B) 20       C) 12             D) 15

    27. According to the first paragraph an American student is allowed ________.

    A) to live in a different university                 B) to take a particular course in a different university

    C) to live at home and drive to classes             D) to get two degrees from two different universities

    28. American university students are usually under pressure of work because ________.

    A) their academic performance will affect their future careers  B) they are heavily involved in student affairs

    C) they have to observe university discipline               D) they want to run for positions of authority

    29. Some students are enthusiastic for positions in student organizations probably because ________.

    A) they hate the constant pressure strain of their study

    B) they will then be able to stay longer in the university

    C) such positions help them get better jobs

    D) such positions are usually well paid

    30. The student organizations seem to be effective in ________.

    A) dealing with the academic affairs of the university

    B) ensuring that the students observe university regulations

    C) evaluating students’ performance by bringing them before a court

    D) keeping up the students’ enthusiasm for social activities

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    Do you find getting up in the morning so difficult that it’s painful? This might be called laziness, but Dr. Kleitman has a new explanation. He has proved that everyone has a daily energy cycle.

    During the hours when you labor through your work you may say that you’re “hot”. That’s true. The time of day when you feel most energetic is when your cycle of body temperature is at its peak. For some people the peak comes during the afternoon. For others it comes in the afternoon or evening. No one has discovered why this is so, but it leads to such familiar monologues (自言自语) as: “Get up, John! You’ll be late for work again!” The possible explanation to the trouble is that John is at his temperature-and-energy peak in the evening. Much family quarrelling ends when husbands and wives realize what these energy cycles mean, and which cycle each member of the family has. You can’t change your energy cycle, but you can learn to make your life fit it better. Habit can help, Dr. Kleitman believes. Maybe you’re sleepy in the evening but feel you must stay up late anyway. Counteract (对抗) your cycle to some extent by habitually staying up later than you want to. If our energy is low in the morning but you have an important job to do early in the day, rise before your usual hour. This won’t change your cycle, but you’ll get up steam (鼓起干劲) and work better at your low point.

    Get off to a slow start which saves your energy. Get up with a leisurely yawn and stretch. Sit on the edge of the bed a minute before putting your feet on the floor. Avoid the troublesome search for clean clothes by laying them out the night before. Whenever possible, do routine work in the afternoon and save tasks requiring more energy or concentration for your sharper hours.

    31. If a person finds getting up early a problem, most probably ________.

    A) he is a lazy person                      B) he refuses to follow his own energy cycle

    C) he is not sure when his energy is low       D) he is at his peak in the afternoon or evening

    32. Which of the following may lead to family quarrels according to the passage?

    A) Unawareness of energy cycles.

    B) Familiar monologues.

    C) A change in a family member’s energy cycle.

    D) Attempts to control the energy cycle of other family members.

    33. If one wants to work more efficiently at his low point in the morning, he should ________.

    A) change his energy cycle                          B) overcome his laziness

    C) get up earlier than usual                          D) go to bed earlier

    34. You are advised to rise with a yawn and stretch because it will ________.

    A) help to keep your energy for the day’s work          B) help you to control your temper early in the day

    C) enable you to concentrate on your routine work       D) keep your energy cycle under control all day

    35. Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE?

    A) Getting off to work wit a minimum effort helps save one’s energy.

    B) Dr. Kleitman explains why people reach their peaks at different hours of day.

    C) Habit helps a person adapt to his own energy cycle.

    D) Children have energy cycles, too.

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    We find that bright children are rarely held back by mixed ability teaching. On the contrary, both their knowledge and experience are enriched. We feel that there are many disadvantages in streaming (把…按能力分班) pupils. It does not take into account the fact that children develop at different rates.              It can have a bad effect on both the bright and the not-so-bright child. After all, it can be quite discouraging to be at the bottom of the top grade!

    Besides, it is rather unreal to grade people just according to their intellectual ability. This is only one aspect of their total personality. We are concerned to develop the abilities of all our pupils to the full, not just their academic ability. We also value personal qualities and social skills, and we find that mixed-ability teaching contributes to all these aspects of learning.

    In our classrooms, we work in various ways. The pupils often work in groups: this gives them the opportunity to learn to co-operate, to share, and to develop leadership skills. They also learn how to cope with personal problems as well as learning how to think, to make decisions, to analyze and evaluate, and to communicate effectively. The pupils learn from each other as well as from the teacher.

    Sometimes the pupils work in pairs; sometimes they work on individual tasks and assignments, and they can do this at their own speed. They also have some formal class teaching when this is appropriate. We encourage our pupils to use the library, and we teach them the skills they need in order to do this efficiently. An advanced pupil can do advanced work: it does not matter what age the child is. We expect our pupils to do their best, not their least, and we give them every encouragement to attain this goal.

    36. In the passage the author’s attitude towards “mixed-ability teaching” is ________.

    A) critical        B) questioning       C) approving        D) objective

    37. By “held back” (Line 1) the author means “________”

    A) made to remain in the same classes                  B) forced to study I the lower classes

    C) drawn to their studies                             D) prevented from advancing

    38. The author argues that a teacher’s chief concern should be the development of the student’s ________.

    A) personal qualities and social skills                 B) total personality

    C) learning ability and communicative skills            D) intellectual ability

    39. Which of the following is NOT MENTIONED in the third paragraph?

    A) Group work gives pupils the opportunity to learn to work together with other.

    B) Pupils also learn to develop their reasoning abilities.

    C) Group work provides pupils with the opportunity to learn to be capable organizers.

    D) Pupils also learn how to participate in teaching activities.

    40. The author’s purpose in writing this passage is to ________.

    A) argue for teaching bright and not-so-bright pupils in the same class

    B) recommend pair work and group work for classroom activities

    C) offer advice on the proper use of the library

    D) emphasize the importance of appropriate formal classroom teaching
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    Part II Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    You are a German living in Berlin. One day you’re walking down the street, minding your own business, when suddenly a stranger approached with a smile on his face. After stopping you, he holds a small electronic device close to his face and speaks slowly into it, saying, in English: “Can you tell me where I can buy some sauerkraut?” What should you do? (a) Run away; (b) Call the police; or, (c) Listen closely for the device to say, in German, “Konnen Sie mir bitte sager, which Sauerkraut Kaufen Kann?”

    The most appropriate response would be (c) because the person in front of you is only a tourist trying to enjoy himself. The device is said to be the world’s first portable transistor—a hand-held microcomputer— that at the same time converts one spoken language into another.

    The four-pound battery-operated product is called the Voice, and it is the creation of Advanced Products and Technologies an American electronics company. When the Voice is introduced in the United States in late April—at a price of $1,500—it will be capable of converting spoken English into Italian, German, French and Spanish. The product comes with separate cartridges (盒式储存器) for each of the four languages, which can be changed when the user travels from one country to another. The item will be sold in Europe soon after the U.S. Introduction, with cartridges that covert Italian, German, French and Spanish into English.

    The Voice uses a microchip (微型集成块) and artificial Intelligence to translate Languages. It is started by voice command and produces voice output through a built-in speaker. Then the user makes a statement or asks a question, the Voice immediately repeats what has been said in another Language.

    21. The stranger holding the Voice seems to be ________.

    A) asking for some information    B) greeting the German  C) amusing himself  D) practising his German

    22. The German sentence “Konnen Sie Kann?” means ________.

    A) “Why don’t you ask the policeman.”            B) “Would you listen closely for the device to say?”

    C) “Can you say it again, please?”                D) “Can you tell me where I can buy some sauerkraut?”

    23. The word “speaker” in the last paragraph refers to ________.

    A) the person who speaks to the device              B) a component part of the Voice

    C) the person who speaks German                  D) the speech produced by the Voice

    24. Which of the following is NOT TRUE?

    A) The voice is an invention of an electronics company.  B) The voice is a hand-held translator.

    C) The voice is new product in wide use.              D) The voice is mainly a microcomputer.

    25. The Voice can translate ________.

    A) from German into any of the other four languages mentioned

    B) from and into English by using the same cartridges

    C) between any two of the above-mentioned languages

    D) from English into any of the other four languages or the other way round

    Passage Two

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    Computers may one day turn night into day—with good old, natural sunlight.

    Colossal computer-controlled mirrors, thousands of feet across, may one day orbit the earth, reflecting sunlight onto a darkened United States.

    Some Scientists say that 16 of these mirrors, each about a half mile across, could aim their reflected light at one area on the earth that was about 200 miles by 300 miles. That much light would equal about 56 moons.

    The mirrors would be so high that they could catch the sun’s light as it was shining on the other side of the earth. The mirrors could orbit—thousands of miles high—at the same speed as the earth turns on its axis (轴). That way, the mirrors would always be over the same spot.

    The aluminum-coated (涂铝的), plastic mirrors could be folded up and packed into a spaceship, according to the scientists. Once released a few hundred miles in space, the mirrors, powered by a solar-powered engine, could mark the rest of the trip into space on their own.

    The scientists say that the computer-controlled mirrors could also be made to tilt (倾斜) slowly, so the reflected sunlight would sweep slowly along the surface of the earth. For example, as night fell, the mirrors could be tilted to light up Boston. Later on, as darkness spread slowly westward. Chicago, for example, then San Francisco could be lit up. The reflected sunlight would allow these cities to save up electricity. And in emergencies, such as power-failures, the mirrors could light up the affected area.

    What no one knows yet is what effect this artificial daytime would have on plants, animals, and humans. Would it confuse some animals and harm plants that are used to regular day-night cycles? The scientists recommend that studies be done to find out what bad effects there might be.

    26. The word “colossal” in Line 3 most likely means ________.

    A) nuclear-powered        B) orbiting         C) giant         D) spinning

    27. Which of the following is NOT TRUE of the mirrors?

    A) They would be made of plastic and coated with aluminum.

    B) They could be launched directly into space.

    C) They would stay in the same position over the earth.

    D) They could reflect sunlight to a large area on the earth.

    28. The reflected light should sweep slowly along the surface of the earth because the mirrors ________.

    A) would be operated by solar-powered engines

    B) would orbit thousands of miles high to catch the sun’s light

    C) could move around the earth at the same speed as the earth turns on its axis

    D) could be made to adjust their angles

    29. The purpose for turning night into day is to ________.

    A) confuse animals and plants                         B) light up more cities

    C) save energy and deal with emergencies               D) enable people to work longer hours

    30. The writer of this passage ________.

    A) gives an objective account of the mirrors     B) seems to be much worried about the effect of the mirrors

    C) is in favour of the wide use of the mirrors     D) suggests that artificial daylight is harmful to living being

    Passage Three

    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    As supplier of most of the food we eat and of raw materials for many industrial processes, agriculture is clearly an important area of the economy. But the industrial performance of agriculture is even more important than this. For in nations where the productivity of farmers is low, most of the working population is needed to raise food and few people are available for production of investment goods or for other activities required for economic growth. Indeed, one of the factors related most closely to the per capital income (人均收入) of a nation is the fraction of its population engaged in farming. In the poorest nations of the world more than half of the population lives on farms. This compares sharply with less than 10 per cent in Western Europe and less than 4 per cent in the United States.

    In short, the course of economic development in general depends in a fundamental way on the performance of farmers. This performance in turn, depends on how agriculture is organized and on the economic environment, or market structure, within which it function. In the following pages the performance of American agriculture is examined. It is appropriate to begin with a conversation of its market structure.

    31. This passage is most probably ________.

    A) a news item       B) part of an introduction of a book    C) part of a lecture     D) an advertisement

    32. What is most important to agriculture is ________.

    A) the amount of food it produces                 B) the per capital income of farmers

    C) its industrial performance                     D) the production of investment goods

    33. The word “this” in Line 4 refers to ________.

    A) the provision of food and raw materials          B) the productivity of farmers

    C) the production of investment goods             D) the economy as a whole

    34. The performance of farmers essentially determines ________.

    A) the size of the working population              B) the organization of agriculture

    C) the market structure                         D) the general development of economy

    35. This passage will most probably be followed by a discussion of ________.

    A) the structure of American farming population           B) the market structure of American agriculture

    C) the various functions of American agriculture             D) the organization of American agriculture

    Passage Four

    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    Before 1945, hardly anyone outside of New Mexico had ever heard of Alamogordo. In 1960 its population numbered 21,723. Ever since 1898, when the town had been built by the Southern Pacific Railroad, Alamogordo had been a lonely town. The land around it was largely desert, and largely empty.

    Because it was isolated and because the weather was almost always clear and peaceful, a spot of desert near Alamogordo was chosen as the last site for the first atomic bomb ever exploded. The secret name of the test was Zeo.

    At dawn on July 16, 1945, the atomic bomb was set off. Observers agreed that they had witnessed something unlike anything ever seen by men before, a huge, colorful fireball, more brilliant than the sun flashing as it rose for miles into the air. Never before had men released so much power at one time, nor had any nation ever possessed weapon as terrible and destructive as the atomic bomb.

    For several weeks, the test was kept secret. When an atomic bomb was dropped from an American plane on Hiroshima, Japan, newspapers and radio stations all over America told of the test of the bomb in New Mexico. Almost everybody was amazed to learn where the bomb had been made and tested; the deserts of the Southwest had hidden the secret well.

    When news of the atomic bomb and its destructiveness was announced, people all over the world wondered what other new weapons were being prepared in the New Mexico desert. Some people doubted that the secret of making atomic bombs could be kept from other countries. Some even doubted the wisdom of using so powerful a weapon. But no one doubted that a new kind of war—and a new kind of world—had begun at Alamogordo, one summer morning in 1945.

    36. What is the main topic of this passage?

    A) The secret of Alamogordo                     B) A new kind of war.

    C) The destructive force of the first atomic bomb.   D) The selection of the test site for the first atomic bomb.

    37. Which of the following is the main reason for choosing Alamogordo as the test site?

    A) It always had an enjoyable climate.              B) It was connected to other cities by a railway.

    C) Its location would hide the secret well.           D) It was situated in southwestern New Mexico.

    38. When was the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima?

    A) As soon as the secret was revealed               B) At dawn on July 16, 1945

    C) Immediately after the test                      D) Several weeks after the test

    39. After the first atomic bomb explosion, everybody agreed that ________.

    A) it was wise to choose Alamogordo as the test site

    B) man had entered the age of nuclear warfare

    C) it was not wise to use such a powerful weapon

    D) it was not possible to keep the technology of making atomic bombs secret

    40. The tone of this passage is of ________.

    A) anxiety    B) satisfaction      C) encouragement       D) fear
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    Part II Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One ★
    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    The aim of the teacher is to get his pupils as quickly as possible over the period in which each printed symbol is looked at for its shape, and arrive at the stage when the pupil looks at words and phrases, for their meaning, almost without noticing the shapes of the separate letters.

    When a good reader is at work he does not look at letters, nor even at words, one by one however quickly; he takes in the meaning of two, three, or four words at a time, in a single moment. Watch carefully the eyes of a person who is reading, and it will be seen that they do not travel smoothly along the lines of print, but they move by jumps separated by very short stops. The eyes of a very good reader move quickly, taking long jumps and making very short halts (停顿); the eyes of a poor reader move more slowly, taking only short jumps and stopping longer at each halt. Sometimes, when he meets a difficulty, he even goes backwards to see again what has already been looked at once.

    The teacher’s task is therefore clear: it is to train his pupils to take in several words at a glance (one eye-jump’) and to remove the necessity for going backwards to read something a second time.

    This shows at once that letter-by-letter, or syllable-by-syllable, or word-by-word reading, with the finger pointing to the word, carefully fixing each one in turn, is wrong. It is wrong because such a method ties the pupil’s eyes down to a very short jump, and the aim is to train for the long jump. Moreover, a very short jump is too short to provide any meaning or sense; and it will be found that having struggled with three or four words separately, the pupil has to look at them again, all together and in one group, in order to get the meaning of the whole phrase.

    21. Which of the following is closest in meaning to the first paragraph?

    A) Pupils should be trained to reach quickly the stage of reading without having to concentrate on the separate symbols.

    B) Pupils should look at each printed symbol for its meaning as well as for its shape.

    C) Teachers should help their pupils avoid looking at the shape of the printed symbols.

    D) Teachers should tell their pupils the different stages of their study.

    22. In a single moment, a good reader picks up ________.

    A) several words      B) several phrases       C) several sentences       D) several lines

    23. According to the passage, which of the following is FALSE?

    A) The eyes of a good reader make short halts and long jumps.

    B) The eyes of a bad reader take in the meaning of one word at a time.

    C) The eyes of a bad reader take only short jumps.

    D) The eyes of a good reader move steadily.

    24. One may have to read something a second time if ________.

    A) there is enough time   B) one reads too fast   C) the passage is very long   D) one reads word by word

    25. The main idea of the last paragraph is that ________.

    A) word-by-word reading is highly inefficient

    B) the pupil’s eyes should focus on groups of syllables instead of single syllables

    C) pupils have to move their eyes back and forth when reading

    D) finger pointing in reading helps the pupil concentrate on meaning

    Passage Two

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    Television has changed the lifestyle of people in every industrialized country in the world. In the United States, where sociologists have studied the effects, some interesting observations have been made.

    Television, although not essential, has become an important part of most people’s lives. It alters peoples’ ways of seeing the world; in many ways, it supports and sustains (维持) modern life. Television has become a baby-sitter, an introducer of conversations, the major transmitter of culture, a keeper of tradition. Yet when what can be seen on TV in one day is critically analyzed, it becomes evident that television is not a teacher but a sustainer; the poor quality of programming does not elevate (提高) people into greater understanding, but rather maintains and encourages the life as it exists.

    The primary reason for the lack of quality in American television is related to both the history of TV programming development and the economics of TV. Television in America began with the radio. Radio companies and their sponsors first experimented with television. Therefore, the close relationship which the advertisers had with radio programs became the system for American TV. Sponsors not only paid money for time within programs, but many actually produced the programs.

    Thus, in American society, television is primarily concerned with reflecting and attracting society rather than experimenting with new ideas. Advertisers want to attract the largest viewing audience possible, to do so requires that the programs be entertaining rather than educational, attractive rather than challenging.

    Television in America today remains, to a large extent, with the same organization and standards as it had thirty years ago. The hope for further development and true achievement toward improving society will require a change in the entire system.

    26. According to the author American television is poor in quality because ________.

    A) advertisers are interested in experimenting with new ideas

    B) it is still at an early stage of development, compared with the radio

    C) the programs have to be developed in the interests of the sponsors for economic reasons

    D) it is controlled by radio companies

    27. The second paragraph is mainly about ________.

    A) TV as the sustainer of American life         B) TV as the major transmitter of culture

    C) the educational effect of TV on society      D) the strong influence and the poor quality of American TV

    28. In the author’s view American TV should ________.

    A) be critical but entertaining                   B) be creative and educational

    C) change with the development of society        D) attract as many viewers as possible

    29. The author believes that television in the United States has become important to most people because _____.

    A) it promotes family unity               B) it helps them develop their speaking ability

    C) it affects their life in many ways         D) it challenges society

    30. The author’s attitude towards American television is ________.

    A) critical          B) praising          C) doubtful           D) sympathetic

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    “... We are not about to enter the Information Age but instead are rather well into it.” Present predictions are that by 1990, about thirty million jobs in the United States, or about thirty percent of the job market, will be computer-related. In 1980, only twenty-one percent of all United States high schools owned one or more computers for student use. In the fall of 1985, a new survey revealed that half of United States secondary schools have fifteen or more computers for student use. And now educational experts, administrators, and even the general public are demanding that all students become “computer literate (慢点…的).” “By the year 2000 knowledge of computers will be necessary in over eighty percent of all occupations. Soon those people not educated in computer use will be compared to those who are print illiterate today.”

    What is “computer literacy”? The term itself seems to imply soon extent of “knowing” about computers, but knowing what. The current opinion seems to be that this should include a general knowledge of what computers are, plus a little of their history and something of how they operate.

    Therefore, it is vital that educators everywhere take a careful look not only at what is being done, but also at what should be done in the field of computer education. Today most adults are capable of utilising a motor vehicle without the slightest knowledge of how the internal-combustion engine works. We effectively use all types of electrical equipment without being able to tell their histories or to explain how they work. Business people for years have made good use of typewriters and adding machines, yet few have ever known how to repair them. Why, then, attempt to teach computers by teaching how or why they work?

    Rather, we first must concentrate on teaching the effective use of the computer as the tool is.

    “Knowing how to use a computer is what’s going to be important, we don’t talk about ‘automobile literacy. ‘ We just get in our cars and drive them.”

    31. In 1990, the number of jobs having nothing to do with computers in the United States will be reduced to _____.

    A) 79 million        B) 30 million        C) 70 million        D) 100 million

    32. The expression “Print illiterate” (Para. 1, Line 16) refers to ________.

    A) one who has never learnt printing               B) one who is not computer literate

    C) one who has never learnt to read               D) one who is not able to use a typewriter

    33. The first paragraph is mainly about ________.

    A) recent predictions of computer-related jobs        B) the wide use of computers in schools

    C) the urgency of computer education               D) public interest in computers

    34. According to the author, the effective way to spread the use of computers is to teach ________.

    A) what computers are                           B) how to use computers

    C) where computers can be used                   D) how computers work

    35. Which of the following statements is FALSE?

    A) What to teach about computers should be reconsidered.

    B) Those who are not educated in computer use will find it difficult to get a job.

    C) Human society has already entered the Information Age.

    D) Those who want to use computers should know how computers operate.

    Passage Four

    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    Editor:

    While a new school term is about to begin, perhaps we should reconsider the matter of examinations. In July, two writers (Letters to the Editor) praised the cancellation of exams because they believe “tests don’t tell the whole story.”

    As a teacher who has worked in four countries, I have had the experience that a student who earns good marks is generally a good student, and that a student’s final mark in a subject is usually a grade average of the year’s work. Of course there are exceptions, but they do not have the frequency that would give an unfair picture of a student’s ability.

    The simple fact is that proper class work, diligent exam studies and good marks are almost certain indicators of a student’s future performance. The opposite, almost certainly, incompetence.

    There is no acceptable substitute for competition and examination of quality. How can teachers and future officials determine what a student has learned and remembered? Should we simply take the student word for it? Any institution that “liberates” students from fair and formal exams is misguided, if not ignorant. And surely the “graduates” of such institutions will lack trustworthiness, not to mention being rejected by foreign universities for graduate or other studies.

    When all is said and done, I sense that a fear of failure and a fear of unpleasant comparison with others is at the bottom of most ban-exams (废除考试) talk. Excellence and quality fear nothing. On the contrary, they seek competition and desire the satisfaction of being the best.

    36. Which of the following will the author of this passage probably agree with?

    A) Tests are not effective in measuring the students’ abilities.

    B) Tests are an effective measure of the students’ abilities.

    C) Tests can only measure some of the students’ abilities.

    D) Tests may not be useful for measuring students’ abilities.

    37. The two writers mentioned in the first paragraph ________.

    A) opposed judging students by the results of exams     B) must have proposed other ways of testing students

    C) regarded exams as a way of punishing students  D) seem to be worried about the poor marks of their students

    38. According to the letter, a student’s final mark ________.

    A) is often encouraging                   B) often gives a fair picture of the year’s work

    C) often proves unreliable                 D) often tells whether he likes the subject of not

    39. If a student graduated from a university which does not require exams he would ________.

    A) have to continue his studies             B) have a feeling of failure

    C) be incompetent                       D) not be admitted by foreign institutions

    40. According to the letter, those who dislike the idea of examinations are probably afraid of ________.

    A) competing with other students            B) being graded unfairly

    C) working too hard                      D) being dismissed from school
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    Part II Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    There is a popular belief among parents that schools are no longer interested in spelling. No school I have taught in has ever ignored spelling or considered it unimportant as a basic skill. There are, however, vastly different ideas about how to teach it, or how much priority (优先) it must be given over general language development and writing ability. The problem is how to encourage a child to express himself freely and confidently in writing without holding him back with the complexities of spelling?

    If spelling becomes the only focal point of his teacher's interest, clearly a bright child will be likely to "play safe". He will tend to write only words within his spelling range, choosing to avoid adventurous language. That's why teachers often encourage the early use of dictionaries and pay attention to content rather than technical ability.

    I was once shocked to read on the bottom of a sensitive piece of writing about a personal experience: "This work is terrible! There are far too many spelling errors and your writing is illegible (难以辨认)” It may have been a sharp criticism of the pupil's technical abilities in writing, but it was also a sad reflection on the teacher who had omitted to read the essay, which contained some beautiful expressions of the child's deep feelings. The teacher was not wrong to draw attention to the errors, but if his priorities had centered on the child's ideas, an expression of his disappointment with the presentation would have given the pupil more motivation to seek improvement.

    21. Teachers differ in their opinions about ____ .

    (A) the difficulties in teaching spelling           (B) the role of spelling in general language development

    (C) the complexities of the basic writing skills          (D) the necessity of teaching spelling

    22. The expression "play safe" probably means "____".

    (A) to write carefully                         (B) to do as teachers say

    (C) to use dictionaries frequently                (D) to avoid using words one is not sure of

    23. Teachers encourage the use of dictionaries so that ____.

    (A) students will be able to express their ideas more freely

    (B) teachers will have less trouble in correcting mistakes

    (C) students will have more confidence in writing

    (D) students will learn to be independent of teachers

    24. The writer seems to think that the teacher's judgment on that sensitive piece of writing is ____.

    (A) reasonable           (B) unfair             (C) foolish            (D) careless

    25. The major point discussed in the passage is ____ .

    (A) the importance of developing writing skills

    (B) the complexities of spelling

    (C) the correct way of making compositions

    (D) the relationship between spelling and the content of a composition

    Passage Two

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    A breakthrough (突破) in the provision of energy from the sun for the European Economic Community (EEC) could be brought forward by up to two decades, if a modest increase could be provided in the EEC’s research effort in this field, according to the senior EEC scientists engaged in experiments in solar energy at EEC’s scientific laboratories at Ispra, near Milan.

    The senior West German scientist in charge of the Community’s solar energy programme, Mr. Joachim Gretz, told journalists that at present levels of research spending it was most unlikely that solar energy would provide as much as three per cent of the Community’s energy requirements even after the year 2000. But he said that with a modest increase in the present sums, devoted by the EEC to this work it was possible that the breakthrough could be achieved by the end of the next decade.

    Mr. Gretz calculates that if solar energy only provided three per cent of the EEC’s needs, this could still produce a saving of about a billion pounds in the present bill for imported energy each year. And he believes that with the possibility of utilizing more advanced technology in this field it might be possible to satisfy a much bigger share of the Community’s future energy needs.

    At present the EEC spends about $2.6 millions a year on solar research at Ispra, one of the EEC’s official joint research centres, and another $3 millions a year in indirect research with universities and other independent bodies.

    26. The phrase “be brought forward” (Line 2, Para. 1) most probably means ________.

    A) be expected      B) be completed       C) be advanced        D) be introduced

    27. Some scientists believe that a breakthrough in the use of solar energy depends on ________.

    A) sufficient funding    B) further experiments   C) advanced technology   D) well-equipped laboratories

    28. According to Mr. Gretz, the present sum of money will enable the scientists to provide ________.

    A) more than 3 ~, 6 of the EEC’s needs after the year 2000

    B) only 3% of the EEC’s needs before the year 2000

    C) less than 3% of the EEC’s needs before the year 2000

    D) 3% of the EEC’s needs after the year 2000

    29. Which of the following is NOT true according to the passage?

    A) The EEC spends one billion pounds on imported energy each year.

    B) At the present level of research spending, it is difficult to make any significant progress in the provision of energy from the sun.

    C) The desired breakthrough could be obtained by the end of the next decade if investment were increased.

    D) The total yearly spending of the EEC on solar energy research amounted to almost 6 million.

    30. The application of advanced technology to research in solar energy ________.

    A) would lead to a big increase in research funding

    B) would make it unnecessary to import oil

    C) would make it possible to meet the future energy needs of the EEC

    D) would provide a much greater proportion of the Community’s future energy needs

    Passage Three

    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    Just seven years ago, the Jarvik-7 artificial heart was being cheered as the model of human creativeness. The sight of Barney Clark alive and conscious after trading his diseased heart for a metal-and-plastic pump-convinced the press, the public and many doctors said that the future had arrived. It hadn’t. After monitoring production of the Jarvik-7, and reviewing its effects on the 150 or so patients (most of whom got the device as a temporary measure) the U.S. Food and Drug Administration concluded that the machine was doing more to endanger lives than to save them. Last week the agency cancelled its earlier approval, effectively banning (禁止) the device.

    The recall may hurt Symbion Inc., maker of the Jarvik-7, but it won’t end the request for an artificial heart. One problem with the banned model is that the tubes connecting it to an external power source created a passage for infection. Inventors are now working on new devices that would be fully placed, along with a tiny power pack, in the patient’s chest. The first sample products aren’t expected for another 10 or 20 years: But some people are already worrying that they’ll work and that America’s overextended health-care programs will lose a precious $2.5 billion to $5 billion a year providing them for a relatively few dying patients. If such expenditures (开支) cut into funding for more basic care, the net effect could actually be a decline in the nation’s health.

    31. According to the passage the Jarvik-7 artificial heart proved to be ________.

    A) a technical failure                        B) a technical wonder

    C) a good life-saver                         D) an effective means to treat heart disease

    32. From the passage we know that Symbion Inc ________.

    A) has been banned by the government from producing artificial hearts

    B) will review the effects of artificial hearts before designing new models

    C) may continue to work on new models of reliable artificial hearts

    D) can make new models of artificial hearts available on the market in 10 to 20 years

    33. The new models of artificial hearts are expected ________.

    A) to have a working life of 10 or 20 years             B) to be set fully in the patient’s chest

    C) to be equipped with an external power source        D) to create a new passage for infection

    34. The word “them” in Line 7, Para. 2 refers to ________.

    A) doctors who treat heart diseases                   B) makers of artificial hearts

    C) America’s health-care programs                   D) new models of artificial hearts

    35. Some people feel that ________.

    A) artificial hearts are seldom effective

    B) the country should not spend so much money on artificial hearts

    C) the country is not spending enough money on artificial hearts

    D) America’s health-care programs are not doing enough for the nation’s health

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    A raped means of long-distance transportation became a necessity for the United States as settlement (新拓居地) spread ever farther westward. The early trains were impractical curiosities, and for a long time the railroad companies met with troublesome mechanical problems. The most serious ones were the construction of rails able to bear the load, and the development of a safe, effective stopping system. Once these were solved, the railroad was established as the best means of land transportation. By 1860 there were thousands of miles of railroads crossing the eastern mountain ranges and reaching westward to the Mississippi. There were also regional southern and western lines.

    The high point in railroad building came with the construction of the first transcontinental system. In 1862 Congress authorized two western railroad companies to build lines from Nebraska westward and from California eastward to a meeting point, so as to complete a transcontinental crossing linking the Atlantic seaboard with the Pacific. The Government helped the railroads generously with money and land. Actual work on this project began four years later. The Central Pacific Company, starting from California, used Chinese labor, while the Union Pacific employed crews of Irish laborers. The two groups worked at remarkable speed, each trying to cover a greater distance than the other. In 1869 they met at a place called Promontory in what is now the state of Utah. Many visitors came there for the great occasion. There were joyous celebrations all over the country, with parades and the ringing of church bells to honor the great achievement.

    The railroad was very important in encouraging westward movement. It also helped build up industry and farming by moving raw materials and by distributing products rapidly to distant markets. In linking towns and people to one another it helped unify the United States.

    36. The major problems with America’s railroad system in the mid 19th century lay in ________.

    A) poor quality rails and unreliable stopping systems         B) lack of financial support for development

    C) limited railroad lines                                D) lack of a transcontinental railroad

    37. The building of the first transcontinental system ________.

    A) brought about a rapid growth of industry and farming in the west

    B) attracted many visitors to the construction sites

    C) attracted laborers from Europe

    D) encouraged people to travel all over the county

    38. The best title for this passage would be ________.

    A) Settlements Spread Westward                  B) The Coast-to-Coast Railroad: A Vital Link

    C) American Railroad History                    D) The Importance of Trains in the American Economy

    39. The construction of the transcontinental railroad took ________.

    A) 9 years        B) 7 years           C) 4 years          D) 3 years

    40. What most likely made people think’ about a transcontinental railroad?

    A) The possibility of government support for such a task.           B) The need to explore Utah.

    C) The need to connect the east coast with the west.   D) The need to develop the railroad industry in the west
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    Part II Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    Time was—and not so many years ago, either—when the average citizen took a pretty dim view of banks and banking. That this was so, it should be said, was to no small extent the fault of banks and bankers themselves. Banks used to be—and a few still are—forbidding structures. Behind the little barred windows were, more often than not, elderly gentlemen whose expression of friendliness reflected the size of the customer’s account, and nothing less than a few hundred thousand in the bank could have inspired the suggestion of a smile.

    And yet the average bank for many year was, to the average citizen, a fearful, if necessary, instrument for dealing with business—usually big business. But somewhere in the past quarter century, banks began to grow human, even pleasant, and started to attract the little man. It is possible that this movement began in medium-sized towns, or in small towns where people know each other by their first names, and spread to big towns. At any rate, the results have been remarkable.

    The movement to “humanize” banks, of course, received a big push during the war, when more and more women were employed to do work previously performed by men. Also more and more “little” people found themselves in need of personal loans, as taxes became heavier and as the practice of installment (分期付款) buying broke down the previously long—held concept that there was something almost morally wrong about being in debt. All sorts of people began to discover that the intelligent use of credit (信贷) could be extremely helpful.

    21. The author believes that the unfriendly atmosphere in banks many years ago was chiefly due to ________.

    A) the outer appearance of bank buildings          B) unfriendliness of customers toward banks

    C) economic pressure of the time                 D) the attitude of bankers

    22. The banks of many years ago showed interest only in ________.

    A) regular visitors        B) rich customers        C) friendly businessmen     D) elderly gentlemen

    23. When did banks begin to grow human?

    A) Sometime before the war.     B) A few years ago.     C) During the war.    D) In the last century.

    24. What helped to push the “humanization” of banks?

    A) More and more “little” people became customers of banks.

    B) The elderly gentlemen in banks were replaced by women.

    C) More banks were set up in small and medium-sized towns.

    D) The size of the customer’s account was greatly increased.

    25. Average People seldom borrowed money from bank in the bank because ________.

    A) the bank buildings looked forbidding                 B) they were comparatively rich before the war

    C) they thought it was not proper to be in debt            D) they rarely spent more than they could earn

    Passage Two

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    Last summer, Transportation Secretary Elizabeth Dole announced a new rule: Unless states representing two-thirds of the country’s population pass compulsory (强制性的) seat-belt-use laws by April 1989, all new vehicles will have to be fitted with air bags or automatic seat belts.

    The rule wouldn’t have been necessary but for one simple fact. Even though seat belts could prevent nearly half of the deaths in fatal car accidents, 85 percent of the population simply won’t wear them.

    Why not? Behavioral engineers have found that there are all sorts of reasons—usually unstated. These are some of the most popular. It’s safer to be thrown from a car man trapped. According to E. Scott Geller, that’s a faulty argument. “In fact”, he says, “being thrown from a car is twenty-five times more dangerous than being trapped”.

    It won’t happen to me; I’m a good driver. But what about the other person who may be a terrible driver? The data show that the average incidence (发生率) for all accidents in one per driver every 10 years.

    My car will end up underwater or on fire, and I won’t be able to get out. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), only 0.5 percent of all injury-producing accidents occur under these conditions. “If you’re wearing a belt, you’ve got a better chance of being conscious and not having your legs broken—distinct advantages in getting out of a dangerous situation”.

    I’m only going a few blocks. Yet 80 percent of accidents happen at speeds or less than 25 miles per hour, 75 percent happen within 25 miles of home.

    26. Before 1989, in the United States ________.

    A) the use of seat belts was not compulsory for the majority of the population

    B) a new law requiring the use of seat belts had just been passed

    C) people had to choose between the use of seat belts or the use of air bags

    D) almost fifty percent of the people involved in car accidents were saved by seat Belts

    27. The word “trapped” (Para. 3, Line 3) means to be ________.

    A) held up in a traffic jam     B) confined in the car     C) caught in an accident     D) pulled into a car

    28. One of the reasons why many drivers refuse to wear seat belts is because ________.

    A) they don’t think that it is comfortable to wear seat belts

    B) they don’t believe that an accident involving a terrible driver is highly probable

    C) they believe that no danger is involved in just driving a few blocks

    D) they think that few drivers are willing to wear seat belts

    29. It can be inferred from the passage that ________.

    A) seat belts should be replaced by air bags

    B) eighty-five percent of all drivers are likely to break traffic rules

    C) all drivers, whether good or bad, are liable to have an accident at one time or another

    D) wearing seat belts will get drivers out of dangerous situations

    30. The purpose of the writer in writing this passage is ________.

    A) to urge the government to pass the law sooner           B) to tell how dangerous car-driving can be

    C) to criticise those who refuse to use seat belts            D) to prove the necessity of the new rule

    Passage Three

    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    For well over 2000 years the world’s great religions have taught the virtues of a trusting heart. Now there is another reason to merit the wisdom of the ages: scientific evidence indicates that those with trusting hearts will live longer, healthier lives.

    As a result of the work published in the 1970s by two pioneering heart specialists, Meyer Friedman and Ray H. Rosenman, nearly every American is aware that blood Type. A people are impatient, and easily moved to hostility and anger. Many have come to believe that Type As are at a much higher risk of suffering heart attack or dying of heart disease than others.

    The driving force behind hostility is a cynical (愤世嫉俗) mistrust of others. If we expect others to mistreat us, we are seldom disappointed. This generates anger and leads us to respond with hostility.

    The most characteristic attitude of a cynic is being suspicious of the motives of people he doesn’t know. Imagine you are waiting for an elevator and it stops two floors above for longer than usual. How inconsiderate (不替别人着想的) You think. In a few seconds, you have drawn hostile conclusions about unseen people and their motives.

    Meanwhile, your cynical mistrust is leading to noticeable physical consequences. Your voice rises. The rate and depth of your breathing increases. Your heart is beating faster and harder, and the muscles of your arms and legs become tight. You feel “charged up”, ready for action.

    If you frequently experience these feelings, you may be at increased risk of developing serious health problems. Anger can add to the risk of heart and other diseases.

    31. According to the author, people with trusting hearts are ________.

    A) usually intelligent and wise                            B) usually very religious

    C) less likely to get heart diseases                         D) not likely to be mistreated by others

    32. The book by Meyer Friedman and Ray H. Rosenman most probably discusses ________.

    A) friendliness and hostility                               B) trust and mistrust of people

    C) heart diseases and death rate                            D) people’s characters and their blood types

    33. According to the passage, if you have a fixed idea in mind that people will mistreat you, you will always find it _______.

    A) to be disappointing    B) to be pleasing      C) to be wrong          D) to be so

    34. A cynic, in the passage, is a person ________.

    A) who is always ready to fight

    B) who usually has doubts about the people around him

    C) whose behaviour usually leads to serious health problems

    D) whose behaviour usually seems strange to the people he knows

    35. The author’s intention in writing the passage is to ________.

    A) advise people to be patient                     B) analyze the danger of heart diseases

    C) persuade people to be trustful                   D) praise the wisdom of the old people

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    “Time is a problem for kids,” states a news report for a new Swiss watch. Children in some countries “learn time slowly” because “they don’t wear watches” and “parents don’t really know how to teach them time”. The kids grow up with this handicap and become adults—and then can’t get to work on time. Is there an answer to this problem? Of course—it’s the Flik Flak, made by a famous Swiss watch company.

    The Flik Flak is being marketed as something teaching watch for children aged 4 to 10. The watch itself does not teach kids how to tell time, of course it merely “captures their imagination” by presenting the “hour” hand as a beautiful red girl named Flak and the “minute” hand as a tall blue boy named Flik. Flik points to corresponding “blue” minutes on the dial, while Flak points to red hour numbers. The characters and the colors combined with parental help, are supposed to teach young children how to tell time.

    The watch comes equipped with a standard battery and a nylon band. Peter Lipkin, the United States sales manager for the Flik Flak, calls it Kidproof: if it gets dirty you can throw the whole watch in the washing machine.” The product is being sold in select department stores in Europe, Asia and the United States for a suggested price of $25. Parents who buy the watch may discover that it is one thing for kids to tell time; it’s quite another for them to be on time.

    36. From the news report we know that ________.

    A) parents are patient when teaching children time    B) parents have little idea of how to teach children time

    C) children tend to learn time quickly                  D) children enjoy wearing the Flik Flak watch

    37. The author doesn’t seem to believe ________.

    A) children will be on time if they have learnt how to tell time

    B) a Flik Flak can help parents teach their children how to tell time

    C) the Flik Flak can capture children’s imagination

    D) children usually have trouble telling time if they don’t wear watches

    38. The word “handicap” (Para. 1, Line 4) means ________.

    A) displeasure     B) discouragement       C) disappointment      D) disadvantage

    39. Flik and Flak in the passage stand for ________.

    A) a tall boy and a beautiful girl                     B) the minute hand and the hour hand

    C) the Swiss watch company                        D) the designers of the watch

    40. The United States sales manager calls the new watch kidproof because ________.

    A) it is designed to teach children to be on time         B) it proves to be effective in teaching children time

    C) it is made so as not to be easily damaged by children         D) it is the children’s favourite watch
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    Part II Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One ★
    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    Looking back on my childhood, I am convinced that naturalists are born and not made.

    Although we were all brought up in the same way, my brothers and sisters soon abandoned their pressed flowers and insects. Unlike them, I had no ear for music and languages. I was not an early reader and I could not do mental arithmetic.

    Before world I we spent our summer holidays in Hungary. I have only the dim memory of the house we lived in, of my room and my toys. Nor do I recall clearly the large family of grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins who gathered next door. But I do have a crystal-clear memory of the dogs, the farm animals, the local birds and, above all the insects.

    I am a naturalist, not a scientist. I have a strong love of the natural world, and my enthusiasm has led me into varied investigations. I love discussing my favorite topics and enjoy burning the midnight oil while reading about other people’s observations and discoveries. Then something happens that brings these observations together in my conscious mind. Suddenly you fancy you see the answer to the riddle (谜), because it all seems to fit together. This has resulted in my publishing 300 papers and books, which some might honour with the title of scientific research.

    But curiosity, a keen eye, a good memory and enjoyment of the animal and plant world do not make a scientist: one of the outstanding and essential qualities require is self-discipline, quality I lack. A scientist requires not only self-discipline but all training, determination and a goal. A scientist, up to a point, can be made. A naturalist is born. If you can combine the two, you get the best of both worlds.

    21. The first paragraph tells us that the author ________.

    A) was born to a naturalist’s family                 B) lost his hearing when he was a child

    C) didn’t like his brothers and sisters                D) was interested in flowers and insects in his childhood

    22. The author can’t remember his relatives clearly because ________.

    A) he didn’t live very long with them                B) he was fully occupied with observing nature

    C) he was too young when he lived with them         D) the family was extremely large

    23. It can be inferred from the passage that the author was ________.

    A) no more than a born naturalist                   B) a naturalist but not a scientist

    C) a scientist as well as a naturalist                D) first of all a scientist

    24. The author says that he is a naturalist rather than a scientist probably because he thinks he ________.

    A) lacks some of the qualities required of a scientist

    B) has a great deal of trouble doing mental arithmetic

    C) just reads about other people’s observations and discoveries

    D) comes up with solutions in a most natural way

    25. According to the author, a born naturalist should first of all be ________.

    A) full of ambition     B) full of enthusiasm      C) knowledgeable     D) self-disciplined

    Passage Two ★
    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    Sporting activities are essentially modified forms of hunting behaviour. Viewed biologically, the modern footballer is in reality a member of a hunting group. His killing weapon has turned into a harmless football and his prey (猎物) into a goalmouth. If his aim is accurate and he scores a goal, he enjoys the hunter’s triumph of killing his prey.

    To understand how this transformation has taken place we must briefly look back at our forefathers. They spent over a million years evolving (进化) as cooperative hunters. Their very survival depended on success in the hunting-field. Under this pressure their whole way of life, even their bodies, became greatly changed. They became chasers, runners, jumpers, aimers, throwers and prey-killers. They cooperated as skillful male-group attackers.

    Then about ten thousand years ago, after this immensely long period of hunting their food, they became farmers. Their improved intelligence, so vital to their old hunting life, was put to a new use—that of controlling and domesticating their prey. The hunt became suddenly out of date. The food was there on the farms, awaiting their needs. The risks and uncertainties of the hunt were no longer essential for survival.

    The skills and thirst for hunting remained, however, and demanded new outlets. Hunting for sport replaced hunting for necessity. This new activity involved all the original hunting sequencer but the aim of the operation was no longer to avoid starvation. Instead the sportsmen set off to test their skill against prey that were no longer essential to their survival, to be sure, the kill may have been eaten, but there were other, much simpler ways of obtaining a meaty meal.

    26. The author believes that sporting activities ________.

    A) are forms of biological development             B) are essentially forms of taming the prey

    C) have actually developed from hunting            D) have changed the ways of hunting

    27. For over a million years, our forefathers were basically ________.

    A) any member of the opposing team   B) the goal-mouth   C) the goal keeper  D) the football

    28. For over a million years, our foregathers were basically ________.

    A) co-operating hunters,      B) successful farmers     C) runners and jumpers     D) skillful sportsmen

    29. The word “operation” (Para. 4, Line 4) refers to ________.

    A) domesticating animals       B) hunting       C) prey killing       D) sports activities

    30. Which of the following best summarizes the main idea of the passage?

    A) It is farming that gives human beings enough leisure time for sporting activities.

    B) Farming is very important in human civilization because it saves human beings from risks and uncertainties of hunting for survival.

    C) It is hunting that provides human beings with much simpler ways of obtaining meaty meals.

    D) Sporting activities satisfy the desire of modern man to exercise hunting skills which his forefathers developed for survival.

    Passage Three

    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passages.

    The world is known to us through many senses, not just hearing, smell, vision, and at close range, touch and taste.

    Our skins let us know whether the air is moist or dry, whether surfaces are wet without being sticky or slippery. From the uniformity of slight pressure, we can be aware how deeply a finger is thrust into water at body temperature, even if the finger is enclosed in a rubber glove that keeps the skin completely dry. Many other animals, with highly sensitive skins, appear to be able to learn still more about their environment. Often they do so without employing any of the five senses.

    By observing the capabilities of other members of the animal kingdom, we come to realise that a human being has far more possibilities than are utilised. We neglect ever so many of our senses in concentrating on the five major ones. At the same time, a comparison between animals and man draws attention to the limitations of each sense. The part of the spectrum (光谱) seen by colour-conscious man as red is non-existent for honey-bees. But a bee can see far more in flowers than we, because the ultra-violet (紫外线) to which our eyes are blind is a stimulating (刺激的) part of the insect’s spectrum, and, for honey-bees at least, constitutes a separate colour.

    31. From the passage, we realise that ________.

    A) man possesses as many senses as animals              B) man possesses a few more senses than animals

    C) man possesses far more senses than the five major ones    D) man has fully utilised his senses

    32. Which of the following is TRUE?

    A) The honey-bee is blind to red.                   B) Man is more colour-conscious than the honey-bee.

    C) The honey-bee can see far more colours than man.   D) Man is sensitive to the ultra-violet.

    33. We can realise how deeply a finger is put into water at body temperature ________.

    A) from the sense of direct touch                        B) through skin contact

    C) from the even distribution of pressure                  D) through the difference in temperature

    34. The phrase “sensitive skins” (Para. 2 Line 6) most probably means ________.

    A) skins that are sticky or slippery              B) skins that are delicate

    C) skins that are completely dry                D) skins that are quick to feel and respond

    35. What is the main idea of the passage?

    A) All senses have their limitations.

    B) Man has not fully utilized all his senses.

    C) Insects are more sensitive to colours than man.

    D) Man is not as good as animals in learning about the environment.

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    America is a country on the move. In unheard-of numbers, people of all ages are exercising their way to better health. According to the latest figures, 59 percent of American adults exercise regularly-up 12 percent from just two years ago and more than double the figure of 25 years ago. Even non-exercisers believe they would be more attractive and confident if they were more active.

    It is hard not to get the message. The virtues of physical fitness are shown on magazine covers, postage stamps, and television ads for everything from beauty soaps to travel books.

    Exercise as a part of daily life did not catch on until the late 1960s when research by military doctors began to show the health benefits of doing regular physical exercises. Growing publicity (宣传) for races held in American cities helped fuel a strong interest in the ancient sport of running. Although running has leveled off in recent years as Americans have discovered equally rewarding-and sometimes safer-forms of exercise, such as walking and swimming, running, remaining the most popular form of exercise.

    As the popularity of exercise continues to mount, so does scientific evidence of its health benefits. The key to fitness is exercising the major muscle groups vigorously (强有力的) enough to approximately double the heart rate and keep it doubled for 20 to 30 minutes at a time. Doing such physical exercises three times or more a week will produce considerable improvements in physical health in about three months.

    36. According to the passage, what was the percentage of American adults doing regular physical exercises two years ago?

    A) About 70%          B) Almost 50%           C) Nearly 60%      D) More than 12%

    37. A growing interest in sports developed after ________.

    A) research showed their health benefits

    B) people got the message from magazine covers and postage stamps

    C) scientific evidence of health benefits was shown on TV ads

    D) an increasing number of races were held in American cities

    38. Which of the following is closest in meaning to the phrase “leveled off” (Para. 2, Line 8)?

    A) “become very popular”                         B) “stopped being popular”

    C) “stopped increasing in popularity”                D) “reached its lowest level in popularity”

    39. It can be learnt from the passage that the health benefits of exercise ________.

    A) are yet to be proved                           B) are to be further studied

    C) are self-evident                               D) are supported by scientific evidence

    40. Which of the following would be the best TITLE for the passage?

    A) Exercise-The Road to Health.                   B) Different Forms of Exercise.

    C) Scientific Evidence of Health Benefits.           D) Running A Popular Form of Sport.
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    Part II  Reading Comprehension         (35 minutes)

    Passage One ★
    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    With fifteen years Britain and other nations should be well on with the building of huge industrial complexes for the recycling of waste. The word rubbish could lose its meaning because everything which goes into the dumps (垃圾堆) would be made into something useful. Even the most dangerous and unpleasant wastes would provide energy if nothing else.

    The latest project is to take a city of around half a million inhabitants and discover exactly what raw materials go into it and what go out. The aim is to find out how much of these raw materials could be provided if a plant for recycling waste were built just outside the city. This plant would recycle not only metal such as steel, lead and copper, but also paper and rubber as well.

    Another new project is being set up to discover the best ways of sorting and separating the rubbish. When this project is complete, the rubbish will be processed like this: First, it will pass through sharp metal bas which will tear open the plastic bags in which rubbish is usually packed; then it will pass through a powerful fan to separate the lightest elements from the heavy solids; after that grounders and rollers will break up everything that can be broken. Finally, the rubbish will pass under magnets (磁铁) , which will remove the bits of iron and steel; the rubber and plastic will then be sorted out in the final stage.

    The first full-scale giant recycling plants are perhaps fifteen years away. Indeed, with the growing cost of transporting rubbish to more distant dumps, some big cities will be forced to build their own recycling plants before long.

    21.
The phrase "be well on with ..." (Para.1, Line 1) most probably means _____.

    (A) have completed what was started


        (B) get ready to start

    (C) have achieved a great deal in                      (D) put an end to

    22.
What is NOT mentioned as a part of the recycling process described in Paragraph 3?

    (A) Breaking up whatever is breakable.                  (B) Sharpening metal bars.

    (C)Separating light elements from the heavy ones.         (D) Sorting out small pieces of metal.

    23.
What's the main reason for big cities to build their own recycling plants?

    A) To deal with wastes in better way.                    (B) To protect the environment from pollution.

    (C) To get raw materials locally.                        (D) To get big profits from those plants.

    24.The first full-scale huge recycling plants ______.

    A)began to operate fifteen years ago                B）will probably take less than fifteen years to build

    C）
will be built fifteen years later                   D）will probably be in operation in fifteen years

    25. The passage is mainly about ______.

    (A) a cheap way to get energy




     (B) the location of recycling plants

    (C) new ways of recycling wastes                   (D) the probably of city environment

    Passage Two

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage:

    By 1970, according to a World Wildlife Fund report, only about 4,500 tigers survived throughout the world-half of them in India. Mr. Foresters, who followed and counted tiger footprints, estimated that in May 1972 only about 1,800 tigers existed in India. Project Tiger Supported by W.W.F. was immediately launched. Nine tiger reserves were created, with armed guards protecting them.

    The project provided opportunities for researchers from India and abroad to study tigers in the reserves and gather previously unavailable information about their habits. Studies show that a male tiger may control a hunting territory of between 10 and 20 sq. kms. depending on its age, size and strength. The territory of male includes the smaller territories of three or four tigressess. A tiger marks the boundaries of its territories by spraying urine (尿) and other bodily liquids on bushes. But it tries to avoid territorial fights, being guided by the distinctive body smell of other tigers. Tigers fight to death only when a tigress is defending her young, or when a tiger is guarding a tigress from the attentions of other males.

    The popular image of the tiger is that of a merciless and unconquerable hunter. But studies show that it catches only one of 20 victims (牺牲品) it tries to attack.

    Fears have recently developed that Project Tiger has been too successful. It has enabled the tiger population to double (by mid-80 S), but India's human population has also grown out of control. Currently it is 750 million and likely to be 900 million by the end of the century. Land problem is becoming serious and many rural people feel bitter about the fact that some rich forests are reserved for tigers. A growing number of attacks by tigers on man has added to the hostility (敌意).

    26. The ultimate aim of Project Tiger is to _____.

    A) study the growth rate of tigers 


        （B）protect tigers from being killed

    (C) promote the breeding of young tigers             (D) analyze the behavioral patterns of tigers

    27. Studies have shown that ______.

    A. a tigress never attacks until attacked

    B. the tigress is not as fierce as the tigers

    C. a tiger usually fights another tiger to defend its own territory

    D. the tiger is not an efficient hunter as is commonly described

    28.According to the passage, a tiger's territory _____.

    (A) remains unchanged




        (B) is often defended by tigresses

    (C) expands as the tiger grows up                  (D) is the cause of most fights

    29. Some people are afraid that Project Tiger _____.

    (A) has been carried too far



        (B) has not received enough attention

    (C) has failed to achieve its goal                   (D) is not worth the money spent on it

    30. The author seems _____.

    A. to be enthusiastic about Project Tiger         B. to have a matter-of-fact attitude towards Project Tiger

    C. to have a hostile attitude towards Project Tiger        D. to be satisfied with Project Tiger

    Passage Three

    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    In only two decades Asian Americans have become the fastest-growing U.S. minority (少数民族). As their children began moving up through the nation's schools, it became clear that a new class of academic achievers was emerging. Their achievements are reflected in the nation's best universities, where mathematics, science and engineering departments have taken on a decidedly Asian character. This special liking for mathematics and science is partly explained by the fact that Asian-American students who began their educations abroad arrived in the U.S. with a solid grounding in mathematics but little or no knowledge of English. They are also influenced by the promise of a good job after college. Asians feel there will be less unfair treatment in areas like mathematics and science because they will be judged more objectively. And the return on the investment in education is more immediate in something like engineering than with an arts degree.

    Most Asian-American students owe their success to the influence of parents who are determined that their children take full advantage of what the American educational system has to offer. An effective measure of parental attention is homework. Asian parents spend more time with their children than American parents do, and it helps. Many researchers also believe there is something in Asian Culture that breeds success, such ideals that stress family values and emphasize education.

    Both explanations for academic success worry Asian Americans because of fears that they feed a typical racial (种族的) image. Many can remember when Chinese, Japanese and Filipino immigrants (移民) were the victims of social isolation. Indeed, it was not until 1952 that laws were laid down giving all Asian immigrants the right to citizenship.

    31. While making tremendous achievements at college, Asian-American students ______.

    A. feel they are mistreated because of limited knowledge of English

    B. are afraid that their academic successes bear a strong Asian character

    C. still worry about unfair treatment in society

    D. generally feel it a shame to have to depend on their parents

    32. What are the major factors that determine the success of Asian Americans?

    A. A solid foundation in basic mathematics and Asian Americans.      B. Hard work and intelligence.

    C. Parental help and a limited knowledge of English.   D. Asian culture and the American educational system.

    33. Few Asian-American students major in human sciences mainly because ______.

    A. their English is not good enough

    B. they are afraid they might meet with unfair judgment in these areas

    C. there is a wide difference between Asian and Western cultures

    D. they know little about American cultures and Western cultures

    34. Why do the two "explanations" (Para. 3, Line 1) worry Asian Americans?

    A. They are afraid that they would again be isolated from American society in general.

    B. People would think that Asian students rely on their parents for success.

    C. Asian American would be a threat to other minorities.

    D. American academic achievements have taken on too strong an Asian character.

    35. The author's tone in this passage is _____.

    (A) sympathetic 

(B) doubtful


(C) critical


(D) objective

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    Like fine food, good writing is something we approach with pleasure and enjoy from the first taste to the last. And good writers, good cooks, do not suddenly appear full-blown. Quite the contrary, just as the cook has to undergo an intensive training, mastering the skills of his trade, the writer must sit at his desk and devote long hours to achieving a style in his writing, whatever its purpose-schoolwork, matters of business, or purely social communication. You may be sure that the more painstaking the effort, the more effective the writing, and the more rewarding.

    There are still some remote places in the world where you might find a public scribe to do your business or social writing for you, for a fee. There are a few managers who are lucky enough to have the service of that rate kind of secretary who can take care of all sorts of letter writing with no more than a quick note to work from. But for most of us, if there is any writing to be done, we have to do it ourselves.

    We have to write school papers, business papers or home papers. We are constantly called on to put words to paper. It would be difficult to count the number of such words, messages, letters, and reports put into the mails or delivered by hand, but the daily figure must be enormous. What is more, everyone who writes expects, or at least hopes. We want whatever we write to be read, from first word to last, not just thrown into some "letters-to-be-read" file (档案) or into a wastepaper basket. This is the reason we bend our efforts toward learning and practicing the skill of interesting, effective writing.

    36. In this passage, good writing is compared to fine food because _____.

    A) both writers and cooks have to work long hours every day      （B）both are essential to life

    (C) both writers and cooks can earn a good living                  (D) both are enjoyable

    37. A public "scribe" (Para 2, Line 1) is _____.

    A) a secretary who does your business or social writing        (B)a machine that does writing for you

    (C) a public school where writing is taught           (D)a person who ears a living by writing for others

    38. According to the passage, some managers don't have to do any letter writing because _____.

    (A) they rely on quick notes



          (B) they have excellent secretaries

    (C) they have a computer to do it                    (D) they prefer making phone calls

    39. According to the author, if your letter is thrown into some "letter-to-be-read" file, ______.

    (A) it will receive immediate attention

          (B) it will be dealt with by the secretary

    (C) it is likely to be neglected                       (D) it is meant to be delivered soon

    40. The purpose of the author in writing this passage is _____.

    (A) to explain and persuade



          (B) to comment and criticize

    (C) to interest and entertain                         (D) to argue and demonstrate
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    Part II   Reading Comprehension          (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    Nursing at Beth Israel Hospital produces the best patient care possible. If we are to solve the nursing shortage (不足), hospital administration and doctors everywhere would do well to follow Beth Israel's example.

    At Beth Israel each patient is assigned to a primary nurse who visits at length with the patient and constructs a full-scale health account that covers everything from his medical history to his emotional state. Then she writes a care plan centered on the patient's illness but which also includes everything else that is necessary.

    The primary nurse stays with the patient through his hospitalization, keeping track with his progress and seeking further advice from his doctor. If a patient at Beth Israel is not responding to treatment, it is not uncommon for his nurse to propose another approach to his doctor. What the doctor at Beth Israel has in the primary nurse is a true colleague.

    Nursing at Beth Israel also involves a decentralized (分散的) nursing administration; every floor, every unit is a self-contained organization. There are nurse-managers instead of head nurses; in addition to their medical duties they do all their own hiring and dismissing, employee advising, and they make salary recommendations. Each unit's nurses decide among themselves who will work what shifts and when.

    Beth Israel's nurse-in-chief ranks as an equal with other vice presidents of the hospital. She also is a member of the Medical Executive Committee, which is most hospitals includes only doctors.

    21. Which of the following best characterizes the main feature of the nursing system at Beth Israel Hospital?

    A. The doctor gets more active professional support from the primary nurse.

    B. Each patient is taken care of by a primary nurse day and night.

    C. The primary nurse writes care plans for every patient.

    D. The primary nurse keeps records of the patient's health conditions every day.

    22. It can be inferred from the passage that _____.

    A. compared with other hospitals nurse at Beth Israel Hospital are more patient

    B. in most hospitals patient care is inadequate from the professional point of view

    C. In most hospital nurse get low salaries

    D. Compared with other hospital nurses have to work longer hours at Beth Israel Hospital

    23. A primary nurse can propose a different approach of treatment when _____.

    A. the present one is refused by the patient           (B) the patient complains about the present one

    (C)  the present one proves to be ineffective           (D) the patient is found unwilling to cooperate

    24. The main difference between a nurse-manager and a head nurse is that the former _____.

    A. is a member of the Medical Executive Committee of the hospital

    B. has to arrange the work shifts of the unit's nurses

    C. can make decisions concerning the medical treatment of a patient

    D. has full responsibility in the administration of the unit's nurses

    25. The author's attitude towards the nurse system at Beth Israel Hospital is _____.

    (A) negative

(B) critical

(C) neutral            (D) positive

    Passage Two

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    For some time past it has been widely accepted that babies---and other creatures---learn to do things because certain acts lead to "rewards"; and there is no reason to doubt that this is true. But it used also to be widely believed that effective reward, at least in the early stages, had to be directly related to such basic physiological (生理的) "drives" as thirst or hunger. In other words, a baby would learn if he got food or drink of some sort of physical comfort, not otherwise.

    It is now clear that this is not so. Babies will learn to behave in ways that produce results in the world with no reward except the successful outcome.

    Papousek began his studies by using milk in the normal way to "reward" the babies and so teach them to carry out some simple movements, such as turning the head to one side or the other. Then he noticed that a baby who had had enough to drink would refuse the milk but would still go on making the learned response with clear signs of pleasure. So he began to study the children's responses in situations where on milk was provided. He quickly found that children as young as four months would learn to turn their heads to right or left if the movement "switched on" a display of lights and indeed that they were capable of learning quite complex turns to bring about this result, for instance, two left or two right, or even to make as many three turns to one side.

    Papusek's light display was placed directly in front of the babies and he made the interesting observation that sometimes they would not turn back to watch the lights closely although they would "smile and bubble" when the display came on. Papousek concluded that it was not primarily the sight of the lights which pleased them, it was the success they were achieving in solving the problem, in mastering the skill, and that there exists a fundamental human urge to make sense of the world and bring it under intentional control.

    26. According to the author, babies learn to do things which _____.

    (A) are directly related to pleasure



(B) will meet their physical needs

    (C) will bring them a feeling of success         (D) will satisfy their curiosity

    27. Papousek noticed in his studies that a baby _____.

    A. would make learned responses when it saw the milk

    B. would carry out learned movements when it had enough to drink

    C. would continue the simple movements without being given milk

    D. would turn its head to right or left when it had enough to drink

    28. In Papousek's experiment babies make learned movements of the head in order to ______.

    (A) have the lights turned on
 (B) be rewarded with milk    (C) please their parents     (D) be praised

    29. The babies would "smile and bubble" at the lights because ______.

    A) the lights were directly related to some basic "drives"       (B) the sight of the lights was interesting

    (C) they need not turn back to watch the lights           (D) they succeeded in "switching on" the lights

    30. According to Papousek, the pleasure babies get in achieving something is a reflection of ____.

    A. a basic human desire to understand and control the world

    B. the satisfaction of certain physiological needs

    C. their strong desire to solve complex

    D. a fundamental human urge to display their learned skills

    Passage Three

    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    When a consumer finds that an item she or he bought is faulty or in some way does not live up to the manufacturer's claim for it, the first step is to present the warranty (保单), or any other records which might help, at the store of purchase. In most cases, this action will produce results. However, if it does not, there are various means the consumer may use to gain satisfaction.

    A simple and common method used by many consumers is to complain directly to the store manager. In general, the "higher up" the consumer takes his or her complaint, the faster he or she can expect it to be settled. In such a case, it is usually settled in the consumer's favor, assuming he or she has a just claim.

    Consumers should complain in person whenever possible, but if they cannot get to the place of purchase, it is acceptable to phone or write the complaint in a letter.

    Complaining is usually most effective when it is done politely but firmly, and especially when the consumer can demonstrate what is wrong with the item in questions. If this cannot be done, the consumer will succeed best by presenting specific information as to what is wrong, rather than by making general statements. For example, "The left speaker does not work at all and the sound coming out of the right one is unclear" is better than "This stereo (立体声音响) does not work."

    The store manager may advise the consumer to write to the manufacturer. If so, the consumer should do this, stating the complaint as politely and as firmly as possible. But if a polite complaint does not achieve the desired result, the consumer can go a step further. She or he can threaten to take the seller to court or report the seller to a private or public organization responsible for protecting consumers' rights.

    31. When a consumer finds that his purchase has a fault in it, the first thing he should do is to _____.

    A. complain personally to the manager

    B. threaten to take the matter to court

    C. write a firm letter of complaint to the store or purchase

    D. show some written proof of the purchase to the store

    32. If a consumer wants a quick settlement of his problem, it's better to complain to ______.

    (A) a shop assistant

(B) the store manager
  (C) the manufacturer     (D) a public organization

    33. The most effective complaint can be made by _____.

    A. showing the faulty item to the manufacturer        B. explaining exactly what is wrong with the item

    C. saying firmly that the item of poor quality          D. asking politely to change the item

    34. The phrase "live up" (Para. 1, Line 2) in the context means _____.

    A. meet the standard of
  B. realize the purpose of   C. fulfil the demands of    D. keep the promise of

    35. The passage tells us _____.

    A. How to settle a consumer's complaint about a faulty item

    B. How to make an effective complaint about a faulty item

    C. How to avoid buying a faulty item

    D. How to deal with complaints from customers

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    If women are mercilessly exploited (剥削) year after year, they have only themselves to blame. Because they tremble at the thought of being seen in public in clothes that are out of fashion, they are always taken advantage of by the designers and the big stores. Clothes which have been worn only a few times have to be put aside because of the change of fashion. When you come to think of it, only a woman is capable of standing in front of a wardrobe (衣柜) packed full of clothes and announcing sadly that she has nothing to wear.

    Changing fashions are nothing more than the intentional creation of waste. Many women spend vast sums of money each year to replace clothes that have hardly been worn. Women who cannot afford to throw away clothing in this way, waste hours of their time altering the dresses they have. Skirts are lengthened or shortened; neck-lines are lowered or raised, and so on.

    No one can claim that the fashion industry contributes anything really important to society. Fashion designers are rarely concerned with vital things like warmth, comfort and durability (耐用). They are only interested in outward appearance and they take advantage of the fact that women will put up with any amount of discomfort, as long as they look right. There can hardly be a man who hasn't at some time in his life smiled at the sight of a woman shaking in a thin dress on a winter day, or delicately picking her way through deep snow in high-heeled shoes.

    When comparing men and women in the matter of fashion, the conclusions to be drawn are obvious. Do the constantly changing fashions of women's clothes, one wonders, reflect basic qualities of inconstancy and instability? Men are too clever to let themselves be cheated by fashion designers. Do their unchanging styles of dress reflect basic qualities of stability and reliability? That is for you to decide.

    36. Designers and big stores always make money _____.

    A. by mercilessly exploiting women workers in the clothing industry

    B. because they are capable of predicting new fashions

    C. by constantly changing the fashions in women's clothing

    D. because they attach great importance to quality in women's clothing

    37. To the writer, the fact that women alter their old-fashioned dresses is seen as _____ .

    (A) a waste of money
               (B) a waste of time

    (C) an expression of taste               (D) an expression of creativity

    38. The writer would be less critical if fashion designers placed more stress on the _____ of clothing.

    (A) cost

(B) appearance

(C) comfort             (D) suitability

    39. According to the passage, which of the following statements is TRUE? ______.

    A. New fashions in clothing are created for the commercial exploitation of women.

    B. The constant changes in women's clothing reflect their strength of character.

    C. The fashion industry makes an important contribution to society.

    D. Fashion designs should not be encouraged since they are only welcomed by women.

    40. By saying "the conclusion to be drawn are obvious" (Para 4, Line 1-2), the writer means that _____.

    A. women's inconstancy in their choice of clothing is often laughed at

    B. women are better able to put up with discomfort

    C. men are also exploited greatly by fashion designers

    D. men are more reasonable in the matter of fashion
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    Part II   Reading Comprehension             (35 minutes)

    Passage One ★
    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    Suppose we built a robot (机器人) to explore the planet Mars. We provide the robot with seeing detectors to keep it away from danger. It is powered entirely by the sun. Should we program the robot to be equally active at all times? No. The robot would be using up energy at a time when it was not receiving any. So we would probably program it to cease its activity at night and to wake up at dawn the next morning.

    According to the evolutionary (进化的) theory of sleep, evolution equipped us with a regular pattern of sleeping and waking for the same reason. The theory does not deny (否认) that sleep provides some important restorative functions. It merely says that evolution has programmed us to perform those functions at a time when activity would be inefficient and possibly dangerous. However, sleep protects us only from the sort of trouble we might walk into; it does not protect us from trouble that comes looking for us. So we sleep well when we are in familiar, safe place, but we sleep lightly, if at all, when we fear that bears will nose into the tent.

    The evolutionary theory accounts well for differences in sleep among creatures. Why do cats, for instance, sleep so much, while horses sleep so little? Surely cats do not need five times as much repair and restoration as horses do. But cats can afford to have long periods of inactivity because they spend little time eating and are unlikely to be attacked while they sleep. Horses must spend almost all their waking hours eating, because what they eat is very low in energy value. Moreover, they cannot afford to sleep too long or too deeply, because their survival depends on their ability to run away from attackers.

    21. The author uses the example of the robot in space exploration to tell us ______.

    (A) the differences between robots and men
         (B) the reason why men need to sleep

    (C) about the need for robots to save power            (D) about the danger of men working at night

    22. Evolution has programmed man to sleep at night chiefly to help him ______.

    (A) maintain a regular pattern of life

          (B) prevent trouble that comes looking for him

    (C) avoid danger and inefficient labor                 (D) restore his bodily functions

    23.According to the author, we cannot sleep well when we _____.

    (A) are worrying about our safety
 (B) are overworked
  (C) are in a tent    (D) are away from home

    24. Cats sleep much more than horses do partly because cats _____.

    A) need more time for restoration                       (B) are unlikely to be attackers

    (C) are more active than horses when they are awake     (D) spend less time eating to get enough energy

    25. Which of the following is the main idea of the passage? ______.

    A. Evolution has equipped all creatures with a regular pattern of sleeping and waking.

    B. The study of sleep is an important part of the evolutionary theory.

    C. Sleeping patterns must be taken into consideration in the designing of robots.

    D. The sleeping pattern of a living creature is determined by the food it eats.

    Passage Two ★
    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    “Congratulations, Mr. Jones, it's a girl."

    Fatherhood is going to have a different meaning and bring forth a different response from every man who hears these words. Some feel pride when they receive the news, while others worry, wondering whether they will be good father. Although there are some men who like children and may have had considerable experience with them, others do not particularly care for children and spend little time with them. Many fathers and mothers have been planning and looking forward to children for some time. For other couples, pregnancy (怀孕) was an accident that both husband and wife have accepted willingly or unwillingly.

    Whatever the reaction to the birth of a child, it is obvious that the shift from the role of husband to that of father is a difficult task. Yet, unfortunately, few attempts have been made to educate fathers in this resocialization process. Although numerous books have been written about American mothers, only recently has literature focused on the role of a father.

    It is argued by some writers that the transition to the father's role, although difficult, is not nearly as great as the transition the wife must make to the mother's role. The mother's role seems to require a complete transformation in daily routine (生活规律) and highly innovative (创新的) adaptation, on the other hand, the father's role is less demanding and immediate. However, even though we mentioned the fact that growing numbers of women are working outside the home, the father is still thought by many as the breadwinner in the household.

    26.According to the author, being a father _____.

    A) brings a feeling of excitement to some men   (B) has a different meaning for those who have daughters

    (C) makes some men feel proud and others uneasy         (D) means nothing but more responsibilities

    27. It is stated in the passage that _____.

    A. some parents are not prepared to have a child

    B. young couples do not like children at all

    C. working couples do not have much time to take care of their children

    D. many parents look forward to having a boy as their first child

    28. In the second paragraph, the author ______.

    A. criticizes fathers for not taking enough responsibilities in bringing up their children

    B. excuses the American writers for ignoring the difficulties of being a father

    C. supports the idea that the chief role of a father is to earn money for the family

    D. complains about the lack of social programs to help husbands adjust themselves to being a father

    29. The transition to the mother's role requires that the wife ______.

    A. change her life style in a highly innovative way

    B. make a complete change in her everyday life to deal with the new situation

    C. stay at home to take care of the baby

    D. help her husband in his resocialization process

    30. Some writers argue that with respect to the change of roles, fathers, compared with mothers, _____.

    (A) have to shoulder more burdens



(B) have to make more difficult adaptations

    (C) have an easier job to do                  (D) can usually do a better job

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    Reading is thought to be a kind of conversation between the reader and the text. The reader puts questions, as it were, to the text and gets answers. In the light of these he puts further questions, and so on.

    For most of the time this "conversation" goes on below the level of consciousness. At times, however, we become aware of it. This is usually when we are running into difficulties, when mismatch is occurring between expectations and meaning. When successful matching is being experienced, our questioning of the text continues at the unconscious level.

    Different people converse with the text differently. Some stay very close to the words on the page; others take off imaginatively from the words, interpreting, criticizing, analyzing and examining. The former represents a kind of comprehension which is written in the text. The latter represents higher levels of comprehension. The balance between these is important, especially for advanced readers.

    There is another conversation which from our point of view is equally important, and that is to do not with what is read but with how it is read. We call this a "process" conversation as opposed to a "content" conversation. It is concerned not with meaning but with the strategies (策略) we employ in reading. If we are an advanced reader our ability to hold a process conversation with a text is usually pretty well developed. Not so our ability to hold a content conversation. It is precisely this kind of conversation that is of importance when we are seeking to develop our reading to meet the new demands being placed upon us by studying at a higher level.

    31. Reading as a kind of conversation between the reader and the text becomes conscious only when _____.

    A. the reader's expectations agree with what is said in the text

    B. the reader has trouble understanding what the author says

    C. the reader asks questions and gets answers

    D. the reader understands a text very well

    32. At a lower level of comprehension, readers tend to _____.

    (A) read a text slowly




          (B) read without thinking hard

    (C) interpret a text in their own way                  (D) concentrate on the meaning of words only

    33. A "process" conversation has to do with ______.

    A. the application of reading strategies         (B) matching our expectations with the meaning of a text

    C. the development of our ability to check the details       D. determining the main idea of a text

    34. According to the passage, it is of great importance for readers at a higher level to maintain a balance between ______.

    A. conscious and unconscious levels of comprehension

    B. the reader's expectations and the meaning of a text

    C. lower and higher levels of comprehension

    D. interpreting and criticizing a text

    35. If we want to develop our reading ability at an advanced level, we should ______.

    A) learn to use different approaches in reading different texts

    (B) make our reading process more conscious

    (C) pay more attention to the content of a text

    (D) take a critical attitude towards the author's idea

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    Although April did not bring us the rains we all hoped for, and although the Central Valley doesn't generally experience the atmospheric sound and lightning that can accompany those rains, it's still important for parents to be able to answer the youthful questions about thunder and lightning.

    The reason these two wonders of nature are so difficult for many adults to explain to children is that they are not very well understood by adults themselves. For example, did you know that the lightning we see flashing down to the earth from a cloud is actually flashing up to a cloud from the earth? Our eyes trick us into thinking we see a downward motion when it's actually the other way around. But then, if we believed only what we think we see, we'd still insist that the sun rises in the morning and sets at night.

    Most lightning flashes take place inside a cloud, and only a relative few can be seen jumping between two cloud or between earth and a cloud. But, with about 2,000 thunderstorms taking place above the earth every minute of the day and night, there's enough activity to produce about 100 lightning strikes on earth every second.

    Parents can use thunder and lightning to help their children learn more about the world around them. When children understand that the light of the lightning flashing reaches their eyes almost at the same moment, but the sound of the thunder takes about 5 seconds to travel just one mile, they can begin to time the interval between the flash and the crash to learn how close they were to the actual spark.

    36. According to the author, in the area of the Central Valley, ______.

    A) rains usually come without thunder and lightning

    (B) it is usually dry in April

    (C) children pay no attention to natural phenomena

    (D) parents are not interested in thunder and lightning

    37. We believe that lightning is a downward notion because ______.

    A) we were taught so by our parents from our childhood        B）we are deceived by our sense of vision

    (C) it is a common natural phenomenon                     (D) it is a truth proved by science

    38. What is TRUE about lightning according to the passage?

    A. Only a small number of lightning flashes occur on earth.

    B. Lightning travels 5 minutes faster than thunder.

    C. Lightning flashes usually jump from one cloud to another.

    D. There are far more lightning strikes occurring on earth than we imagine.

    39. The word "activity" (Para. 3, Line 3) is most closely related to the word(s) _____.

    (A) "cloud"

(B) "lightning strikes"    (C) "lightning flashes"      (D) "thunderstorms"

    40. It can be concluded from the passage that ______.

    A. we should not believe what we see or hear

    B. things moving downward are more noticeable

    C. people often have wrong concepts about ordinary phenomena

    D. adults are not as good as children in observing certain natural phenomena
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    Part II Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    The failed Skylab will come screaming home to earth in disappointment sometime next month. But it will fall we know not where.

    That precise information is beyond even the calculations of scientists and their computers.

    The best they can tell us is that the space station, weighing 77 tons and as high as a 12 story building, will break into hundreds of pieces that will be scattered across a track 100 miles wide and 4,000 miles long.

    We are again exposed to one of those unexpected adventures, or misadventures, of science that attracts our attention from the boring routines of daily existence and encourages us to think a lot about man’s future.

    What worries Richard Smith, the Skylab’s director, is the “big pieces” that will come through the atmosphere, Two lumps, weighing 2 tons each, and ten, weighing at least 1,000 pounds each, will come in at speeds of hundreds of miles an hour and if they crash on land they will dig holes up to 100 feet deep.

    What worries us, with our lack of scientific knowledge and our quick imagination, is both the big and little pieces, although project officials say there is a very small chance that anyone will be injured by them.

    That’s good to know, but it doesn’t remove the doubts of the millions who still remember the nuclear accident at Three Mile Island. That accident took place in 1979 in spite of what the officials had assured us as to the safely of the nuclear reactor.

    21. Where the Skylab will fall?

    A) is kept secret                       B) has been made public

    C) has been predicted by scientists        D) can’t be predicted even by computers

    22. According to the passage, what does an incident such as the failed Skylab lead us to do?

    A) Not to believe in officials.            B) To think about our future.

    C) Has been predicted by scientists.       D) To fear for our lives.

    23. The author suggests that ________.

    A) the danger of the Skylab’s fall has been overestimated

    B) it’s useless to worry over things you can’t do anything about

    C) the danger of the Skylab’s fall has been underestimated

    D) computers can solve the problem caused by the broken Skylab

    24. The author refers to Three Mils Island ________.

    A) because he is doubtful about what the officials said

    B) because he fears that a piece of the Skylab may strike a nuclear power plant

    C) because he is afraid of the use of nuclear power

    D) because the nuclear reactor there and the Skylab were both built by the same company

    25. This passage is mainly about the author’s ________.

    A) interest in the failure of the Skylab                   B) willingness to give his advice

    C) eagerness to see more new scientific discoveries     D) concern that science cannot answer all questions

    Passage Two

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    As supplier of most of the food we eat and of raw materials for many industrial processes, agriculture is clearly an important area of the economy. But the industrial performance of agriculture (the relative efficiency of agricultural production compared to other areas in the economy) is even more important than this. For in nations where the productivity of farmers is low, most of the working population is needed to raise food and few people are available for the production of investment goods or for other activities required for economic growth. Indeed, one of the factors related most closely to the per capita income (人均收入) of a nation is the fraction of its population engaged in farming. In the poorest nations of the world more than half of the population lives on farms. This compares sharply with less than 10 percent in western Europe and less than 4 percent in the United States.

    In short, the course of economic development in general depends in a fundamental way on the performance of farmers. This performance, in turn, depends on how agriculture is organized and on the economic environment, or market structure, within which it functions. In the following pages the performance of American agriculture is examined. It is appropriate to begin with a consideration of its market structure.

    26. This passage is most probably ________.

    A) a news item                             B) part of an introduction to a book

    C) part of a lecture                          D) an advertisement

    27. What is the most important to agriculture is ________.

    A) the amount of food it produces              B) the per capita income of farmers

    C) its industrial performance                  D) the production of investment goods

    28. The underlined word “this” in the first paragraph refers to ________.

    A) the provision of food and raw materials       B) the productivity of farmers

    C) the production of investment goods          D) the economy as a whole

    29. The performance of farmers essentially determines ________.

    A) the size of the working population           B) the organization of agriculture

    C) the market structure                      D) the general development of economy

    30. This passage will most probably be followed by a discussion of ________.

    A) the structure of American farming population          B) the market structure of American agriculture

    C) the various functions of American agriculture          D) the organization of American agriculture

    Passage Three

    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage:

    Editor:

    While a new school term is about to begin, perhaps we should reconsider the matter of examinations. In July, two writers (Letters to the Editor) praised the cancellation of exams because they believe “tests don’t tell the whole story.”

    As a teacher who has worked in four countries, I have had the experience that a student who earns good marks is generally a good student, and that a student’s final mark in a subject is usually a grade average of the year’s work. Of course there are exceptions, but they do not have the frequency that would give an unfair picture of a student’s ability.

    The simple fact is that proper class work, diligent exam studies and good marks are almost certain indicators of a student’s future performance. The opposite is, almost certainly, incompetence.

    There is no acceptable substitute for competition and examination of quality. How can teachers and future officials determine what a student has learned and remembered? Should we simply take the student’s word for it? Any institution that “liberates” students from fair and formal exams is misguided, if not ignorant. And surely the “graduates” of such institutions will lack trustworthiness, not to mention being rejected by foreign universities for graduate or other studies.

    When all is said and done, I sense that a fear of failure and a fear of unpleasant comparison with others is at the bottom of most ban-exams (废除考试) talk. Excellence and quality fear nothing. On the contrary, they seek competition and desire the satisfaction of being the best.

    31. Which of the following will the author of this passage probably agree with?

    A) Tests are not effective in measuring the students’ abilities.

    B) Tests are an effective measure of the students’ abilities.

    C) Tests can only measure some of the students’ abilities.

    D) Tests may not be useful for measuring students’ abilities.

    32. The two writers mentioned in the first paragraph ________.

    A) opposed judging students by the results of exams

    B) must have proposed other ways of testing students

    C) regarded exams as a way of punishing students

    D) seemed to be worried about the poor marks of their students

    33. According to the letter, a student’s final mark ________.

    A) is often encouraging                       B) often gives a fair picture of the year’s work

    C) often proves unreliable                     D) often tells whether he likes the subject or not

    34. If a student graduated from a university which does not require exams he would ________.

    A) have to continue his studies                 B) have a feeling of failure

    C) be incompetent                           D) not be admitted by foreign institutions

    35. According to the letter, those who dislike the idea of examinations are probably afraid of ________.

    A) competing with other students                B) being graded unfairly

    C) working too hard                           D) being dismissed from school

    Passage Four

    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage:

    Time was—and not so many years ago, either—when the average citizen to ok a pretty dim view of banks and banking. That this was so, it should be said, was to no small extent the fault of banks and bankers themselves. Banks used to be—and a few still are—forbidding (令人生畏的) structures. Behind the little barred windows were, more often than not, elderly gentlemen w hose expression of friendliness reflected the size of the customer’s account, and nothing less than a few hundred thousand in the bank could have inspired the suggestion of a smile.

    And yet the average bank for many years was, to the average citizen, a fearful, if necessary, instrument for dealing with business—usually big business. But somewhere in the 1930’s banks started to grow human, even pleasant, and started to attract the little man. It is possible that this movement beg an in medium-sized towns, or in small towns where people know each other by their first names, and spread to big towns. At any rate, the results have be en remarkable.

    The movement to “humanize” banks, of course, received a new push during the war, when more and more women were employed to do work previously performed by men. Also more and more “little” people found themselves in need of personal loans, as taxes became heavier and as the practice of installment (分期付款) buying broke down the previously long-held concept that there was something almost morally wrong about being in debt. All sorts of people began to discover that the intelligent use of credit (信贷) could be extremely helpful.

    36. The author believes that the unfriendly atmosphere in banks many years a go was chiefly due to ________.

    A) the attitude of bankers                       B) unfriendliness of customers toward banks

    C) economic pressure of the time                 D) the outer appearance of bank buildings

    37. The banks of many years ago showed interest only in ________.

    A) rich customers         B) regular visitors     C) friendly businessmen      D) elderly gentlemen

    38. When did banks begin to grow human?

    A) In the last century.     B) A few years ago     C) Sometime before the war.    D) During the war.

    39. What helped the “humanization” of banks?

    A) The elderly gentlemen in banks were replaced by younger men.

    B) More and more “little” people became customers of banks.

    C) More banks were set up in small and medium-sized towns.

    D) The size of the customer’s account was greatly increased.

    40. Ordinary people seldom borrowed money from banks in the past because ________.

    A) the bank buildings looked forbidding         B) they were comparatively rich before the war

    C) they thought it was not proper to be in debt    D) they rarely spent more than they could earn
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    Part II   Reading Comprehension         ( 35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.

    People tend to be more impressed by evidence that seems to confirm some relationship. Thus many are convinced their dreams are prophetic (预言的) because a few have come true; they fail to notice the many that have not. Consider also the belief that "the phone always rings when I'm in the shower." If it does ring while you are in the shower, the event will stand out and be remembered. If it doesn't ring, that nonevent probably won't even register （留下印象）.

    People want to see order, pattern and meaning in the world. Consider, for example, the common belief that things like personal misfortunes, plane crashes, and deaths "happen in threes." Such beliefs stem from the tendency of people to allow the third event to define the time period. If three plane crashes occur in a month, then the period of time that counts as their "happening together" is one month; if three crashes occur in a year, the period of time is stretched. Flexible end points reinforce such beliefs.

    We also tend to believe what we want to believe. A majority of people think they are more intelligent, more fair-minded and more skilled behind the wheel of an automobile than the average person. Part of the reason we view ourselves so favorably is that we use criteria that work to our advantage. As economist Thomas Schelling explains, "Everybody ranks himself high in qualities

    he values: careful drivers give weight to care, skilled drivers give weight to skill, and those who

    are polite give weight to courtesy, " This way everyone ranks high on his own scale.

    Perhaps the most important mental habit we can learn is to be cautious (谨慎的) in drawing

    conclusions. The "evidence " of everyday life is sometimes misleading.

    21.In the first paragraph the author states that ____ .

    A. dreams cannot be said to be prophetic even though a few have come true.

    B. dreams are prophetic because some of them did come true.

    C. dreams may come true if clearly remembered.

    D. dreams and reality are closely related.

    22. By "things like ..." "happen in threes" (Para. 3, Line 2), the author indicates that people believe ____ .

    A. personal misfortunes tend to happen every now and then.

    B. personal misfortunes, plane crashes, and deaths usually happen together.

    C. misfortunes tend to occur according to certain patterns.

    D. misfortunes will never occur more than three times to a person in his lifetime.

    23.Ten word "courtesy" (Para. 4, line 6) probably means ____.

    A. good manners.    (B) Appropriate speech.    (C). Friendly relations.

(D)Satisfactory service.

    24. What can be inferred from the passage? ____

    A. Happenings that go unnoticed deserve more attention.

    B. In a series of misfortunes the third one is usually the most serious.

    C. People tend to make use of evidence that supports their own beliefs.

    D. Believers of misfortunes happening in threes are cautious in interpreting events.

    25. It can be concluded from the passage that ____ .

    A. there is some truth even in the wildest dreams.       B. one should take notice of other people's merits.

    C. there is no order or pattern in world events.   D. we should not base our conclusions on accidental evidence.

    Passage Two

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    It has been thought and said that Africans are born with musical talent. Because music is so important in the lives of many Africans and because so much music is performed in Africa, we are inclined to think that Africans are musicians. The impression is strengthened when we look at ourselves and find that we have become largely a society of musical spectators (旁观). Music is important to us, but most of us can be considered consumers rather than producers of music. We have records, television, concerts, and radio to fulfill many of our musical needs. In most situations where music is performed in our culture it is not difficult to distinguish the audience from the performers, but such is often not the case in Africa. Alban Ayipaga, a Kasena semiprofessional musician from northern Ghana, says that when his flute (长笛) and drum ensemble (歌舞团) is performing. "Anybody can take part". This is true , but Kasena musicians recognize that not all people are equally capable of taking part in the music. Some can sing along with the drummers, but relatively few can drum and even fewer can play the flute along with the ensemble. It is fairly common in Africa for there to be an ensemble of expert musicians surrounded by others who join in by clapping, singing, or somehow adding to the totality of musical sound. Performances often take place in an open area (that is, not on a stage) and so the lines between the performing nucleus and the additional performers, active spectators, and passive spectators may be difficult to draw from our point of view.

    26. The difference between us and Africans, as far as music is concerned, is that _____.

    A. most of us are consumers while most of them are producers of music

    B. we are musical performers and they are semiprofessional musicians

    C. most of us are passive spectators while they are active spectators.

    D. we are the audience and they are the additional performers.

    27. The word "such" (Line 6) refers to the fact that ______.

    A. music is performed with the participation of the audience

    B. music is performed without the participation of the audience

    C. people tend to distinguish the audience from the performers

    D. people have records, television sets and radio to fulfill their musical needs

    28. The author of the passage implies that _____.

    A. all Africans are musical and therefore much music is performed in Africa

    B. not all Africans are born with musical talent although music is important in their lives

    C. most Africans are capable of joining in the music by playing musical instruments

    D. most Africans perform as well as professional musicians

    29. The word "nucleus" (Line 13) probably refers to _____.

    (A) musicians famous in Africa                       (B) musicians at the center of attention

    (C) musicians acting as the core in a performance         (D) active participants in a musical performance

    30. The best title for this passage would be ______.

    A. The Importance of Music to African People

    B. Differences Between African Music and Music of Other Countries

    C.The Relationship Between Musicians and Their Audience

    D. A Characteristic Feature of African Musical Performances

    Passage Three

    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    Most people would agree that, although our age exceeds all previous ages in knowledge, there has been no corresponding increase in wisdom. But Agreement ceases as soon as we attempt to define "wisdom" and consider means of promoting it.

    There are several factors that contribute to wisdom. Of these I should put first a sense of proportion: the capacity to take account of all the important factors in a problem and to attach to each its due weight. This has become more difficult than it used to be owing to the extent and complexity of the special knowledge required of various kinds of technicians. Suppose, for example, that you are engaged in research in scientific medicine. The work is difficult and is likely to absorb the whole of your mind. You have no time to consider the effect which your discoveries or inventions may have outside the field of medicine. You succeed (let us say) as modern medicine has succeeded, in enormously lowering the infant death-rate, not only in Europe and America, but also in Asia and Africa. This has the entirely unintended result of making the food supply inadequate and lowing the standard of life in the parts of the world that have the greatest populations. To take an even more dramatic example, which is in everybody's mind at the present time; you study the makeup of the atom from a disinterested (无利害关系的) desire for knowledge, and by chance place in the hands of a powerful mad man the means of destroying the human race.

    Therefore, with every increase of knowledge and skill, wisdom becomes more necessary, for every such increase augments (增强)our capacity for realizing our purposes, and therefore augments our capacity for evil, if our purpose are unwise.

    31. Disagreement arises when people try to decide _____.

    (A) how much more wisdom we have now than before         (B) what wisdom is and how to develop it

    (C) if there is a great increase of wisdom in our age            (D) whether wisdom can be developed or not

    32. According to the author, "wisdom" is the ability to _____.

    A. carefully consider the bad effects of any kind of research work

    B. give each important problem some careful consideration

    C. acquire a great deal of complex and special knowledge

    D. give suitable consideration to all the possible elements in a problem

    33. Lowering the infant death-rate may _____.

    (A) prove to be helpful everywhere in the world         (B) give rise to an increase in population in Europe

    (C) cause food shortages in Asia and Africa             (D) raise the living standard of the people in Africa

    34. The author uses the examples in the passage to illustrate his point that _____.

    A. it's extremely difficult to consider all the important elements in problem

    B. success in medical research has its negative effects

    C. scientists may unknowingly cause destruction to the human race

    D. it's unwise to be totally absorbed in research in scientific medicine

    35. What is the main idea of the passage? _____

    A. It is unwise to place the results of scientific research in the hands of a powerful mad man.

    B. The more knowledge one has, the wiser one becomes.

    C. Any increase of knowledge could lead to disastrous results without the guidance of wisdom.

    D. Wisdom increases in proportion to one's age.

    Passage Four

    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    For any given task in Britain there are more men than are needed. Strong unions keep them there in Fleet Street, home of some London's biggest dailies, it is understood that when two unions quarrel over three jobs, the argument is settled by giving each union two. That means 33 per cent overmanning, 33 per cent less productivity than could be obtained.

    A reporter who has visited plants throughout Europe has an impression that the pace of work is much slower here. Nobody tries too hard. Tea breaks do matter and are frequent. It is hard to measure intensity of work, but Britons give a distinct impression of going at their tasks in a more leisurely way.

    But is all this so terrible? It certainly does not improve the gross national product or output per worker. Those observant visitors, however, have noticed something else about Britain. It is a pleasant place.

    Street crowds in Stockholm. Paris and New York move quickly and silently heads down, all in a hurry. London crowds tend to walk at an easy pace ( except in the profitable, efficient City, the financial district).

    Every stranger is struck by the patient and orderly way in which Britons queue for a bus: if the saleswoman is slow and out of stock she will likely say, 'oh dear, what a pity'; the rubbish collectors stop to chat (聊天) and call the housewives "Luv". Crime rises here as in every city but there still remains a gentle tone and temper that is unmatched in Berlin, Milan or Detroit.

    In short, what is wrong with Britain may also be what is right. Having reached a tolerable standard, Britons appear to be choosing leisure over goods.

    36. What happens when disputes over job opportunities arise among British unions?

    A. Thirty three per cent of the workers will be out of work.

    B. More people will be employed than necessary.

    C. More jobs will be created by the government.

    D. The unions will try to increase productivity.

    37. What does the reporter who has visited plants throughout Europe think about Britain? _____

    A. Tea breaks do not affect the intensity of work in Britain.

    B. Britons do their work in an unhurried sort of way.

    C. The pace of work in Continental Europe is much slower than in Britain.

    D. Britons give the impression of working intensively.

    38. "The breaks matter" (Para. 2, Line 2) indicates that _____.

    A. they are an important aspect of the British way of life

    B. they are greatly enjoyed by British workers

    C. they can be used by the workers as an excuse to take time off from work

    D. they help the workers to be on good terms with each other

    39. The word "this" (Para. 3, Line 1) the author means to say that _____.

    A. there are more men on any given job than are needed

    B. 33 per cent overmanning leads to 33 per cent less productivity

    C. it is difficult to measure the intensity of work

    D. Britons generally do not want to work too hard

    40. By "what is wrong with Britain may also be what is right" (Para. 6, Line 1) the author means to say that ____.

    A. quarrels between unions will help create jobs

    B. a leisurely way of life helps Britons increase productivity

    C. the gentle tone and temper of the people in Britain makes it a pleasant place

    D. Britons will not sacrifice their leisure to further increase productivity

    95-6-cet4

    Part II Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    People will be alert (警觉的) and receptive (接受能力强的) if they are faced with information that gets them to think about things they are interested in. And someone with a history of doing more rather than less will go into old age more cognitively sound than someone who has not had an active mind.

    Many experts are so convinced of the benefits of challenging the brain that they are putting the theory to work in their own lives. “The idea is not necessarily to learn to memorize enormous amounts of information.” says James Fozard, associate director of the national Institute on Aging. “Most of us don’t need that kind of skill. Such specific training is of less interest than being able to maintain mental alertness. Fozard and others say they challenge their brains with different mental skill, both because they enjoy them and because they are sure that their range of activities will help the way their brains work.

    Gene Cohen, acting director of the same institute, suggests that people in their old age should engage in mental and physical activities individually as well as in groups. Cohen says that we are frequently advised to keep physically active as we age, but older people need to keep mentally active as well. Those who do are more likely to maintain their intellectual abilities and to be generally happier and better adjusted. “The point is, you need to do both,” Cohen says. “Intellectual activity influences brain-cell health and size.”

    21. People who are cognitively healthy are those ________.

    A) who can remember large amounts of information      B) who are highly intelligent

    C) whose minds are alert and receptive                 D) who are good at recognizing different sounds

    22. According to Fozard’s argument people can make their brains work more efficiently by ________.

    A) constantly doing memory work                     B) taking part in various mental activities

    C) going through specific training                     D) making frequent adjustments

    23. The findings of James and other scientists in their work ________.

    A) remain a theory to be further proved                 B) have been generally accepted

    C) have been challenged by many other experts          D) are practiced by the researchers themselves

    24. Older people are generally advised to ________.

    A) keep fit by going in for physical activities

    B) keep mentally active by challenging their brains

    C) maintain mental alertness through specific training

    D) maintain a balance between individual and group activities

    25. What is the passage mainly about?

    A) How biochemical changes occur in the human brain.

    B) Why people should keep active not only physically but also mentally.

    C) How intellectual activities influence brain-cell health.

    D) Why people should receive special mental training as they age.

    Passage Two ★
    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

    Attention to detail is something everyone can and should do—especially in a tight job market. Bob Crossley, a human-resources expert notices this in the job applications that come across his desk every day. “It’s amazing how many candidates eliminate themselves.” he says.

    Resume (简历) arrive with stains. Some candidates don’t bother to spell the company’s name correctly. Once I see a mistake, I eliminate the candidate, Crossley concludes. “If they cannot take of these details, why should we trust them with a job?”

    Can we pay too much attention to detail? Absolutely. Perfectionists struggle over little things at the cost of something larger they work toward, “To keep from losing the forest for the trees”, says Charles Garfield, associate professor at the University of California, San Francisco, “We must constantly ask ourselves how the details we’re working on fit into the larger picture. If they don’t, we should drop them and move to something else”.

    Garfield compares this process to his work as a computer scientist at NASA. “The Apollo II moon launch was slightly off-course 90 percent of the time.” Says Garfield, “But a successful landing was still likely because we knew the exact coordinates of our goal. This allowed us to make adjustments as necessary.” Knowing where we want to go helps us judge the importance of every task we undertake.

    Too often we believe what accounts for others’ success is some special secret or a lucky break (机遇). But rarely is success so mysterious. Again and again, we see that by doing little things within our grasp well, large rewards follow.

    26. According to the passage, some job applicants were rejected ________.

    A) because of their carelessness as shown in their failure to present a clean copy of a resume

    B) because of their inadequate education as shown in their poor spelling in writing a resume

    C) because they failed to give detailed description of their background in their applications

    D) because they eliminated their names from the applicants’ list themselves

    27. The word “perfectionists” (Para. 3, Line) refers to those who ________.

    A) demand others to get everything absolutely right

    B) know how to adjust their goals according to the circumstances

    C) pay too much attention to details only to lose their major objectives

    D) are capable of achieving perfect results in whatever they do

    28. Which of the following is the author’s device to the reader?

    A) Although too much attention to details may be costly, they should not be overlooked.

    B) Don’t forget details when drawing pictures.

    C) Be aware of the importance of a task before undertaking it.

    D) Careless applicants are not to be trusted.

    29. The example of the Apollo II moon launch is given to illustrate that ________.

    A) minor mistakes can be ignored in achieving major objectives

    B) failure is the mother of success

    C) adjustments are the key to the successful completion of any work

    D) keeping one’s goal in mind helps in deciding which details can be overlooked

    30. The best title for this passage would be ________.

    A) Don’t Be a Perfectionist                           B) Importance of Adjustments

    C) Details and Major Objectives                       D) Hard Work Plus Good Luck

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

    Britain almost more than any other country in the world must seriously face the problem of building upwards, that is to say, of accommodating a considerable proportion of its population in high blocks of flats. It is said that the English man objects to this type of existence, but if the case is such, he does in fact differ from the inhabitants of most countries of the world today. In the past our own blocks of flats have been associated with the lower-income groups and they have lacked the obvious provisions, such as central heating, constant hot water supply, electrically operated lifts from top to bottom, and so on, as well as such details, important notwithstanding (然而), as easy facilities for disposal of dust and rubbish and storage places for baby carriages in the ground floor, playgrounds for children on the top of the buildings, and drying grounds for washing. It is likely that the dispute regarding flats versus (对，对抗) individual houses will continue to rage on for a long time as far as Britain is concerned. And it is unfortunate that there should be hot feelings on both sides whenever this subject is raised. Those who oppose the building of flats base their case primarily on the assumption (设想) that everyone prefers an individual home and on the high cost per unit of accommodation. The latter ignores the higher cost of providing full services to a scattered community and the cost in both money and time of the journeys to work for the suburban resident.

    31. We can infer from the passage that ________.

    A) English people, like most people in other countries, dislike living in flats

    B) people in most countries of the world today are not opposed to living in flats

    C) people in Britain are forced to move into high blocks of flats

    D) modern flats still fail to provide the necessary facilities for living

    32. What is said about blocks of flats built in the past in Britain?

    A) They were mostly inhabited by people who did not earn much.

    B) They were usually not large enough to accommodate big families.

    C) They were sold to people before necessary facilities were installed.

    D) They provided playgrounds for children on the top of the buildings.

    33. The word “rage” (Line 9) means ________.

    A) be ignored      B) develop with great force      C) encourage people greatly      D) be in fashion

    34. Some people oppose the building of flats because ________.

    A) the living expenses for each individual family are higher

    B) it involves higher cost compared with the building of houses

    C) they believe people like to live in houses with gardens

    D) the disposal of rubbish remains a problem for those living in flats

    35. The author mentions that people who live in suburban houses ________.

    A) do not have access to easy facilities because they live away from the city

    B) have to pay a lot of money to employ people to do service work

    C) take longer time to know each other because they are a scattered community

    D) have to spend more money and time travelling to work every day

    Passage Four

    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

    Where do pesticides (杀虫剂) fit into the picture of environmental disease? We have seen that they now pollute soil, water and food, that they have the power to make our streams fishless and our gardens and woodlands silent and birdless. Man, however much he may like to pretend the contrary, is part of nature. Can he escape a pollution that is now so thoroughly distributed throughout our world:

    We know that even single exposures to these chemicals, if the amount is large enough, can cause extremely severe poisoning. But this is not the major problem. The sudden illness or death of farmers, farm workers, and others exposed to sufficient quantities of pesticides is very sad and should not occur. For the population as a whole, we must be more concerned with the delayed effects of absorbing small amounts of the pesticides that invisibly pollute our world.

    Responsible public health officials have pointed out that the biological effects of chemicals are cumulative (累积) over long periods of time, and that the danger to individual may depend on the sum of the exposures received throughout his lifetime. For these very reasons the danger is easily ignored. It is human nature to shake off what may seem to us a threat of future disaster. “Men are naturally most impressed by diseases which have obvious signs,” says a wise physician, Dr. Rene Dubos, “yet some of their worst enemies slowly approach them unnoticed.”

    36. Which of the following is closest in meaning to the sentence “Man... is part of nature” (Para. 1, Lines 3-4)?

    A) Man appears indifferent to what happens in nature.

    B) Man acts as if he does not belong to nature.

    C) Man can avoid the effects of environmental pollution.

    D) Man can escape his responsibilities for environmental effects of pesticides.

    37. What is the author’s attitude toward the environmental effects of pesticides?

    A) Pessimistic        B) Indifferent        C) Defensive        D) Concerned

    38. In the author’s view, the sudden death caused by exposure to large amounts of pesticides ________.

    A) is not the worst of the negative consequences resulting from the use of pesticides

    B) now occurs most frequently among all accidental deaths

    C) has sharply increased so as to become the center of public attention

    D) is unavoidable because people can’t do without pesticides in farming

    39. People tend to ignore the delayed effects of exposure to chemical because ________.

    A) limited exposure to them does little harm to people’s health

    B) the present is more important for them than the future

    C) the danger does not become apparent immediately

    D) humans are capable of withstanding small amounts of poisoning

    40. It can be concluded from Dr. Dubos remarks that ________.

    A) people find invisible diseases difficult to deal with

    B) attacks by hidden enemies tend to be fatal

    C) diseases with obvious signs are easy to cure

    D) people tend to overlook hidden dangers caused by pesticides
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    Part III  Reading Comprehension      (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 51 to 55 are based on the following passage:

    Space is a dangerous place, not only because of meteors（流星）but also because of rays from the sun and other stars. The atmosphere again acts as our protective blanket on earth. Light gets through, and this is essential for plants to make the food, which we eat. Heat, too, makes our environment endurable. Various kinds of rays come through the air from outer space, but enormous quantities of radiation from the sun are screened off. As soon as men leave the atmosphere they are exposed to this radiation but their spacesuits or the walls of their spacecraft, if they are inside, do prevent a lot of radiation damage.

    Radiation is the greatest known danger to explorers in space. The unit of radiation is called “rem”. Scientists have reason to think that a man can put up with far more radiation than 0.1 rem without being damaged; the figure of 60 rems has been agreed on. The trouble is that it is extremely difficult to be sure about radiation damage-a person may feel perfectly well, but the cells of his or her sex organs may be damaged, and this will not be discovered until the birth of deformed（畸形的）children or even grandchildren. Missions of the Apollo flights have had to cross belts of high radiation and, during the outward and return journeys, the Apollo crew accumulated a large amount of rems. So far, no dangerous amounts of radiation have been reported, but the Apollo missions have been quite short. We simply do not know yet how men are going to get on when they spend weeks and months outside the protection of the atmosphere, working in a space laboratory. Drugs might help to decrease the damage done by radiation, but no really effective ones have been found so far.

    51. According to the first paragraph, the atmosphere is essential to man in that ______.

    A) it protects him against the harmful rays from space        B) it provides sufficient light for plant growth

    C) it supplies the heat necessary for human survival          D) it screens off the falling meteors

    52. We know from the passage that ________.

    A) exposure to even tiny amounts of radiation is fatal   B) the effect of exposure to radiation is slow in coming

    C) radiation is avoidable in space exploration  D) astronauts in spacesuits needn’t worry about radiation damage

    53. The harm radiation has done to the Apollo crew members _______.

    A) is insignificant      B)seems overestimated      C) is enormous        D) remains unknown

    54. It can be inferred from the passage that ________.

    A) the Apollo mission was very successful

    B) protection from space radiation is no easy job

    C) astronauts will have deformed children or grandchildren

    D) radiation is not a threat to well-protected space explorers

    55. The best title for this passage would be _______.

    A) The Atmosphere and Our Environment             B) Research on Radiation

    C) Effects of Space Radiation                       D) Importance Protection Against Radiation

    Passage Two

    Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage:

    Taste is such a subjective matter that we don’t usually conduct preference tests for food. The most you can say about anyone’s preference is that it’s one person’s opinion. But because the two big cola（可口可乐）companies—Coca-Cola and Pepsi Cola are marketed so aggressively, we’ve wondered how big a role taste preference actually plays in brand loyalty. We set up a taste test that challenged people who identified themselves as either Coca-Cola or Pepsi fans: Find your brand in a blind tasting.

    We invited staff volunteers who had a strong liking for either Coca-Cola Classic（传统型）or Pepsi, Diet（低糖的）Coke, or Diet Pepsi. These were people who thought they’d have no trouble telling their brand from the other brand.

    We eventually located 19 regular cola drinkers and 27 diet cola drinkers. Then we fed them four unidentified samples of cola one at a time, regular colas for the one group, diet versions for the other. We asked them to tell us whether each sample was Coke or Pepsi; then we analyzed the records statistically to compare the participants’ choices with what mere guess-work could have accomplished.

    Getting all four samples right was a tough test, but not too tough, we thought, for people who believed they could recognize their brand. In the end, only 7 out of 19 regular cola drinkers correctly identified their brand of choice in all four trials. The diet-cola drinkers did a little worse-only 7 of 27 identified all four samples correctly.

    While both groups did better than chance would predict, nearly half the participants in each group made the wrong choice two or more times. Two people go all four samples wrong. Overall, half the participants did about as well on the last round of tasting as on the first, so fatigue, or taste burnout, was not a factor. Our preference test results suggest that only a few Pepsi participants and Coke fans may really be able to tell their favorite brand by taste and price.

    56. According to the passage the preference test was conducted in order to _______.

    A) find out the role taste preference plays in a person’s drinking

    B) reveal which cola is more to the liking of the drinkers

    C) show that a person’s opinion about taste is mere guess-work

    D) compare the ability of the participants in choosing their drinks

    57. The statistics recorded in the preference tests show ______.

    A) Coca-Cola and Pepsi are people’s two most favorite drinks

    B) there is not much difference in taste between Coca-Cola and Pepsi

    C) few people had trouble telling Coca-Cola from Pepsi

    D) people’s tastes differ from one another

    58. It is implied in the first paragraph that _______.

    A) the purpose of taste tests is to promote the sale of colas

    B) the improvement of quality is the chief concern of the two cola companies

    C) the competition between the two colas is very strong

    D) blind tasting is necessary for identifying fans

    59. The word “burnout” (Line 4, Para.5) here refers to the state of ______.

    A) being seriously burnt in the skin          B) being unable to burn for lack of fuel

    C) being badly damaged by fire             D) being unable to function because of excessive use

    60. The author’s purpose in writing this passage is to ______.

    A) show that taste preference is highly subjective

    B) argue that taste testing is an important marketing strategy

    C) emphasize that taste and price are closely related to each other

    D) recommend that blind tasting be introduced in the quality control of colas

    Passage Three

    Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage:

    The concept of “environment” is certainly difficult and may even be misunderstood; but we have no handy substitute. It seems simple enough to distinguish between the organism and the surrounding environment and to separate forces acting on an organism into those that are internal and biological and those that are external and environmental. But in actual practice this system breaks down in many ways, because the organism and the environment are constantly interacting so that the environment is modified by the organism and vice versa（反之亦然）.

    In the case of man, the difficulties with the environmental concept are even more complicated because we have to deal with man as an animal and with man as a bearer（持有者）of culture. If we look at man as an animal and try to analyze the environmental forces that are acting on the organism, we find that we have to deal with things like climate, soil, plants and such-like factors common to all biological situations; but we also find, always, very important environmental influences that we can only class as “cultural”, which modify the physical and biological factors. But man, as we know him, is always a bearer of culture; and if we study human culture, we find that it, in turn, is modified by the environmental factors of climate and geography. We thus easily get into great difficulties from the necessity of viewing culture, at one moment, as a part of the man and, at another moment, as a part of the environment.

    61. Which of the following words can best describe the popular understanding of “environment” as the author sees it?

    A) Elaborate.       B) Prejudiced.           C) Faultless.          D) Oversimplified.

    62. According to the author the concept of “environment” is difficult to explain because _______

    A) it doesn’t distinguish between the organism and the environment

    B) it involves both internal and external forces

    C) the organism and the environment influence each other

    D) the relationship between the organism and the environment is unclear

    63. In analyzing the environmental forces acting on man the author suggests that ________.

    A) biological factors are less important to the organism than cultural factors to man

    B) man and other animals are modified equally by the environmental forces

    C) man is modified by the cultural environment as well as by the natural environment

    D) physical and biological factors exert more influence on other organisms than on man

    64. As for culture, the author points out that ________.

    A) it develops side by side with environmental factors        B) it is also affected by environmental factors

    C) it is generally accepted to be part of the environment      D) it is a product of man’s biological instincts

    65. In this passage, the author is primarily concerned with _______.

    A) the interpretation of the term “environment”

    B) the discussion on organisms and biological environment

    C) the comparison between internal and external factors influencing man

    D) the evaluation of man’s influence on culture

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 66 to 70 are based on the following passage:

    The speaker, a teacher from a community college, addressed a sympathetic audience. Heads nodded in agreement when he said, “High school English teachers are not doing their jobs.” He described the inadequacies of his students, all high school graduates who can use language only at a grade 9 level. I was unable to determine from his answers to my questions how this grade 9 level had been established.

    My topic is not standards nor its decline（降低）. What the speaker was really saying is that eh is no longer young; he has been teaching for sixteen years, and is able to think and speak like a mature adult.

    My point is that the frequent complaint of one generation about the one immediately following it is inevitable. It is also human nature to look for the reasons for our dissatisfaction. Before English became a school subject in the late nineteenth century, it was difficult to find the target of the blame for language deficiencies（缺陷）. But since then, English teachers have been under constant attack.

    The complainers think they have hit upon an original idea. As their own command of the language improves, they notice that young people do not have this same ability. Unaware that their own ability has developed through the years, they assume the new generation of young people must be hopeless in this respect. To the eyes and ears of sensitive adults the language of the young always seems inadequate.

    Since this concern about the decline and fall of the English language is not perceived as a generational phenomenon but rather as something new and peculiar to today’s young people, it naturally follows that today’s English teachers cannot be doing their jobs. Otherwise, young people would not commit offenses against the language.

    66. The speaker the author mentioned in the passage believed that ________.

    A) the language of the younger generation is usually inferior to that of the older generation

    B) the students had a poor command of English because they didn’t work hard enough

    C) he was an excellent language teacher because he had been teaching English for sixteen years

    D) English teachers should be held responsible for the students’ poor command of English

    67. In the author’s opinion, the speaker _______.

    A) gave a correct judgement of the English level of the students

    B) had exaggerated the language problems of the students

    C) was right in saying that English teachers were not doing their jobs

    D) could think and speak intelligently

    68. The author’s attitude towards the speaker’s remarks is _______.

    A) neutral         B) positive         C) critical           D) compromising

    69. It can be concluded from the passage that ______.

    A) it is justifiable to include English as a school subject

    B) the author disagrees with the speaker over the standard of English at Grade 9 level

    C) English language teaching is by no means an easy job

    D) Language improvement needs time and effort

    70. In the passage the author argues that ______.

    A) it is unfair to blame the English teachers for the language deficiencies of the students

    B) young people would not commit offences against the language is the teachers did their jobs properly

    C) to eliminate language deficiencies one must have sensitive eyes and ears

    D) to improve the standard of English requires the effort of several generations
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    Part III  Reading Comprehension      (35 minutes)

    Passage One ★
    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:

    Exchange a glance with someone, then look away. Do you realize that you have made a statement? Hold the glance for a second longer, and you have made a different statement. Hold it for 3 seconds, and the meaning has changed again. For every social situation, there is a permissible time that you can hold a person’s gaze without being intimate, rude, or aggressive. If you are on an elevator, what gaze-time are you permitted? To answer this question, consider what you typically do. You very likely give other passengers a quick glance to size them up（打量）and to assure them that you mean no threat. Since being close to another person signals the possibility of interaction. You need to emit a signal telling others you want to be left alone. So you cut off eye contact, what sociologist Erving Goffman (1963) calls “a dimming of the lights.” You look down at the floor, at the indicator lights, anywhere but into another passenger’s eyes. Should you break the rule against staring at a stranger on an elevator, you will make the other person exceedingly uncomfortable, and you are likely to feel a bit strange yourself.

    If you hold eye contact for more than 3 seconds, what are you telling another person? Much depends on the person and the situation. For instance, a man and a woman communicate interest in this manner. They typically gaze at each other for about 3 seconds at a time, then drop their eyes down for 3 seconds, before letting their eyes meet again. But if one man gives another man a 3-second-plus stare, he signals, “I know you”, “I am interested in you,” or “You look peculiar and I am curious about you.” This type of stare often produces hostile feelings.

    51. It can be inferred form the first paragraph that _______.

    A) every glance has its significance               B) staring at a person is an expression of interest

    C) a gaze longer than 3 seconds is unacceptable     D) a glance conveys more meaning than words

    52. If you want to be left alone on an elevator, the best thing to do is __________.

    A) to look into another passenger’s eyes            B) to avoid eye contact with other passengers

    C) to signal you are not a threat to anyone           D) to keep a distance from other passengers

    53. By “a dimming of the lights” (Para.1, Line 9) Erving Goffman means “_______”.

    A) closing one’s eyes                           B) turning off the lights

    C) creasing to glance at others                    D) reducing gaze-time to the minimum

    54. If one is looked at by a stranger for too long, he tends to feel ___________.

    A) depressed             B) uneasy          C) curious             D) amused

    55. The passage mainly discusses __________.

    A) the limitations of eye contact               B) the exchange of ideas through eye contact

    C) proper behavior in situations               D) the role of eye contact in interpersonal communication

    Passage Two

    Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage:

    The picnics, speeches, and parades of today’s Labor Day were all part of the first celebration, held in New York City in 1882. Its promoter was an Irish-American labor leader named peter J. McGuire. A carpenter by trade, McGuire had worked since the age of eleven, and in 1882 was president of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners (UBCJ). Approaching the City’s Central Labor Union that summer, he proposed a holiday that would applaud（赞许）”the industrial spirit-the great vital force of every nation,” On September 5 his suggestion bore fruit, as an estimated 10,000 workers, many of them ignoring their bosses’ warnings, left work to march from Union square up Fifth Avenue to 42nd Street. The event gained national attention, and by 1893 thirty states had made Labor Day an annual holiday.

    The quick adoption of the scheme may have indicated less about the state lawmakers’ respect for working people than about a fear of risking their anger. In the 1880s the United States was a land sharply divided between the immensely wealthy and the very poor. Henry George was accurate in describing the era as one of “progress and poverty.” In a society in which factory, owners rode in private Pullmans while ten-year-olds slaved in the mines, strong anti-capitalist feeling ran high. Demands for fundamental change were common throughout the labor press. With socialists demanding an end to “wage slavery” and anarchists（无政府主义）singing the praises of the virtues of dynamite（炸药）, middle-of-the-roaders like Samuel Gompers and McGuire seemed attractively mild by comparison. One can imagine practical capitalists seeing Labor Day as a bargain: A one-day party certainly cost them less than paying their workers decent wages.

    56. Judging from the passage, McGuire was ____________.

    A) a moderate labor leader

    B) an extreme-anarchist in the labor movement

    C) a devoted socialist fighting against exploitation of man by man

    D) a firm anti-capitalist demanding the elimination of wage slavery

    57. We can see from the first paragraph that the first Labor Day march _________.

    A) immediately won nationwide support            B) involved workers from 30 states

    C) was opposed by many factory owners            D) was organized by the UBCJ

    58. Which of the following is the key factor in the immediate approval of Labor Day as a national holiday?

    A) The lawmakers’ respect for the workers   B) The worker’s determination to have a holiday of their own.

    C) The socialists’ demands for thorough reform         D) The politicians’ fear of the workers’ anger.

    59. We learn from the passage that the establishment of Labor Day ____________.

    A) was accepted by most bosses as a compromise

    B) marked a turning point in the workers’ struggle for more rights

    C) indicated the improvement of the workers’ welfare

    D) signaled the end of “wage slavery”

    60. McGuire proposed Labor Day in order to ___________.

    A) draw people’s attention to the striking contrast between the rich and the poor

    B) make prominent the important role of the working class in society

    C) win for the workers the right to shorter working hours

    D) expose the exploitation of the workers by their bosses

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage:

    In the old day, children were familiar with birth and death as part of life. This is perhaps the first generation of American youngsters（年轻人）who have never been close by during the birth of a baby and have never experienced the death of a family member.

    Nowadays when people grow old, we often send them to nursing homes. When they get sick, we transfer them to a hospital, where children are forbidden to visit terminally ill patients-even when those patients are their parents. This deprives（剥夺）the dying patient of significant family members during the last few days of his life and it deprives the children of an experience of death, which is an important learning experience.

    Some of my colleagues and I once interviewed and followed approximately 500 terminally ill patients in order to find out what they could teach us and how we could be of more benefit, not just to them but to the members of their families as well. We are most impressed by the fact that even those patients who were not told of their serious illness were quite aware of its potential outcome.

    It is important for family members, and doctors and nurses to understand these patients’ communications in order to truly understand their needs, fears, and fantasies（幻想）. Most of our patients welcomed another human being with whom they could talk openly, honestly, and frankly about their trouble. Many of them shared with us their tremendous need to be informed, to be kept up-to-date on their medical condition and to be told when the end was near. We found out that patients who had been dealt with openly and frankly were better able to cope with the approach of death and finally to reach a true stage of acceptance prior to death.

    61. The elders of contemporary Americans ___________.

    A) were often absent when a family member was born or dying

    B) were quite unfamiliar with birth and death

    C) usually witnessed the birth or death of a family member

    D) had often experienced the fear of death as part of life

    62. Children in America today are denied the chance __________.

    A) to learn how to face death                        B) to visit dying patients

    C) to attend to patients                             D) to have access to a hospital

    63. Five hundred critically ill patients were investigated with the main purpose of _________.

    A) observing how they reacted to the crisis of death

    B) helping them and their families overcome the fear of death

    C) finding out their attitude towards the approach of death

    D) learning how to best help them and their families

    64. The need of a dying patient for company shows ____________.

    A) his desire for communication with other people          B) his fear of approaching death

    C) his pessimistic attitude towards his condition            D) his reluctance to part with his family

    65. It may be concluded from the passage that __________.

    A) dying patients are afraid of being told of the approach of death

    B) most doctors and nurses understand what dying patients need

    C) dying patients should be truthfully informed of their condition

    D) most patients are unable to accept death until it is obviously inevitable

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 66 to 70 are based on the following passage:

    Faces, like fingerprints, are unique. Did you ever wonder how it is possible for us to recognize people. Even a skilled writer probably could not describe all the features that make one face different from another. Yet a very young child---or even an animal, such as a pigeon---can learn to recognize faces, we all take this ability for granted.

    We also tell people apart by how they behave. When we talk about someone’s personality, we mean the ways in which he or she acts, speaks, thinks and feels that make that individual different from others.

    Like the human face, human personality is very complex. But describing someone’s personality in words is somewhat easier than describing his face. If you were asked to describe what a “nice face” looked like, you probably would have a difficult time doing so. But if you were asked to describe a “nice person”, you might begin to think about someone who was kind considerate, friendly, warm, and so forth.

    There are many words to describe how a person thinks, feels and acts. Gordon Allport, an American psychologist, found nearly 18,000 English words characterizing differences in people’s behavior. And many of us use this information as a basis for describing, or typing, his personality. Bookworms, conservatives, military types-people are described with such terms.

    People have always tried to “type” each other. actors in early Greek drama wore masks to show the audience whether they played the villain’s（坏人）or the hero’s role. In fact, the words “person” and “personality” come from the Latin persona, meaning “mask”. Today, most television and movie actors do not wear masks. But we can easily tell the “good guys” from the “bad guys” because the two types differ in appearance as well as inactions.

    66. By using the example of finger prints, the author tells us that __________.

    A) people can learn to recognize faces

    B) people have different personalities

    C) people have difficulty in describing the features of finger prints

    D) people differ from each other in facial features

    67. According to this passage, some animals have the gift of ___________.

    A) telling people apart by how they behave              B) typing each other

    C) telling good people from had people                 D) recognizing human faces

    68. Who most probably knows best how to describe people’s personality?

    A) The ancient Greek audience    B) The movie actors   C) Psychologists   D) The modern TV audience

    69. According to the passage, it is possible for us tell one type of person from another because ________.

    A) people differ in their behavioral and physical characteristics

    B) human fingerprints provide unique information

    C) people’s behavior can be easily described in words

    D) human faces have complex features

    70. Which of the following is the major point of the passage?

    A) Why it is necessary to identify people’s personality    B) Why it is possible to describe people

    C) How to get to know people                       D) How best to recognize people
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    Part III   Reading Comprehension     (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 51 to 55 are based on the following passage:

    Statuses are marvelous human inventions that enable us to get along with one another and to determine where we “fit” in society. As we go about our everyday lives, we mentally attempt to place people in terms of their statuses. For example, we must judge whether the person in the library is a reader or a librarian, whether the telephone caller is a friend or a salesman, whether the unfamiliar person on our property is thief or a meter reader, and so on.

    The statuses we assume often vary with the people we encounter, and change throughout life. Most of us can, at very high speed, assume the statuses that various situations require. Much of social interaction consists of identifying and selecting among appropriate statuses and allowing other people to assume their statuses in relation to us. This means that we fit our actions to those of other people based on a constant mental process of appraisal and interpretation. Although some of us find the task more difficult than others, most of us perform it rather effortlessly.

    A status has been compared to ready-made clothes. Within certain limits, the buyer can choose style and fabric. But an American is not free to choose the costume（服装）of a Chinese peasant or that of a Hindu prince. We must choose from among the clothing presented by our society. Furthermore, our choice is limited to a size that will fit, as well as by our pocketbook（钱包）. Having made a choice within these limits we can have certain alterations made, but apart from minor adjustments, we tend to be limited to what the stores have on their racks. Statuses too come ready made, and the range of choice among them is limited.

    51. In the first paragraph, the writer tells us that statuses can help us ________.

    A) determine whether a person is fit for a certain job      B) behave appropriately in relation to other people

    C) protect ourselves in unfamiliar situations             D) make friends with other people

    52. According to the writer, people often assume different statuses ________.

    A) in order to identify themselves with others           B) in order to better identify others

    C) as their mental processes change                   D) as the situation changes

    53. The word “appraisal” (Line 5, Para.2) most probably means “__________”.

    A) involvement        B) appreciation          C) assessment         D) presentation

    54. In the last sentence of the second paragraph, the pronoun “it” refers to “________”.

    A) fitting our actions to those of other people appropriately    B) identification of other people’s statuses

    C) selecting one’s own statuses                          D) constant mental process

    55. By saying that “an American is not free to choose the costume of a Chinese peasant or that of a Hindu prince” (Line 2-3, Para.3), the writer means ________.

    A) different people have different styles of clothes           B) ready-made clothes may need alterations

    C) statuses come ready made just like clothes              D) our choice of statuses is limited

    Passage Two

    Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage:

    Many a young person tells me he wants to be a writer. I always encourage such people, but I also explain that there’s big difference between “being a writer” and writing. In most cases these individuals are dreaming of wealth and fame, not the long hours alone at a typewriter. “You’ve got to want to write,” I say to them, “not want to be a writer.”

    The reality is that writing is a lonely, private and poor-paying affair. For every writer kissed by fortune there are thousands more whose longing is never rewarded. When I left a 20-year career in the U.S. Coast Guard to become a freelance writer（自由撰稿者）, I had no prospects at all. What I did have was a friend who found me my room in a New York apartment building. It didn’t even matter that it was cold and had no bathroom. I immediately bought a used manual type writer and felt like a genuine writer.

    After a year or so, however, I still hadn’t gotten a break and began to doubt myself. It was so hard to sell a story that barely made enough to eat. But I knew I wanted to write. I had dreamed about it for years. I wasn’t going to be one of those people who die wondering, What if? I would keep putting my dream to the test-even though it meant living with uncertainty and fear of failure. This is the Shadowland of hope, and anyone with a dream must learn to live there.

    56. The passage is meant to _________.

    A) warn young people of the hardships that a successful writer has to experience

    B) advise young people to give up their idea of becoming a professional writer

    C) show young people it’s unrealistic for a writer to pursue wealth and fame

    D) encourage young people to pursue a writing career

    57. What can be concluded from the passage?

    A) Genuine writers often find their work interesting and rewarding.

    B) A writer’s success depends on luck rather than on effort.

    C) Famous writers usually live in poverty and isolation.

    D) The chances for a writer to become successful are small.

    58. Why did the author begin to doubt himself after the first year of his writing career?

    A) He wasn’t able to produce a single book.              B) He hadn’t seen a change for the better.

    C) He wasn’t able to have a rest for a whole years.         D) He found his dream would never come true.

    59. “…People who die wondering, What if?” (Line 3, Para.3) refers to “those __________”.

    A) who think too much of the dark side of life             B) who regret giving up their career halfway

    C) who think a lot without making a decision              D) who are full of imagination even upon death

    60. “Shadowland” in the last sentence refers to _______.

    A) the wonderland one often dreams about

    B) the bright future that one is looking forward to

    C) the state of uncertainty before one’s final goal is reached

    D) a world that exists only in one’s imagination

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage:

    It is everyone agrees, a huge task that the child performs when he learns to speak, and the fact that he does so in so short a period of time challenges explanation.

    Language learning begins with listening. Individual children vary greatly in the amount of listening they do before they start speaking, and late starters are often long listeners. Most children will “obey” spoken instructions some time before they can speak, though the word obey is hardly accurate as a description of the eager and delighted cooperation usually shown by the child. Before they can speak, many children will also ask questions by gesture and by making questioning noises.

    Any attempt to trace the development from the noises babies make to their first spoken words leads to considerable difficulties. It is agreed that they enjoy making noises, and that during the first few months one or two noises sort themselves out as particularly indicative of delight, distress, sociability, and so on. But since these cannot be said to show the baby’s intention to communicate, they can hardly be regarded as early forms of language. It is agreed, too, that from about three months they play with sounds for enjoyments, and that by six months they are able to add new sounds to their repertoire（能发出的全部声音）. This self-imitation leads on to deliberate（有意识的）imitation of sounds made or words spoken to them by other people. The problem then arises as to the point at which one can say that these imitations can be considered as speech.

    61. By “…challenges explanation” (Line 2, Para.1) the author means that ________.

    A) no explanation is necessary for such an obvious phenomenon

    B) no explanation has been made up to now

    C) it’s no easy job to provide an adequate explanation

    D) it’s high time that an explanation was provided

    62. The third paragraph is mainly about ______.

    A) the development of babies’ early forms of language       B) the difficulties of babies in learning to speak

    C) babies’ strong desire to communicate                   D) babies’ intention to communicate

    63. The author’s purpose in writing the second paragraph is to show that children ______.

    A) usually obey without asking questions               B) are passive in the process of learning to speak

    C) are born cooperative                                D) learn to speak by listening

    64. From the passage we learn that _______.

    A) early starters can learn to speak within only six months

    B) children show a strong desire to communicate by making noises

    C) imitation plays an important role in learning to speak

    D) children have various difficulties in learning to speak

    65. The best for this passage would be ______.

    A) How Babies Learn to Speak                         B) Early Forms of Language

    C) A Huge Task for Children                          D) Noise Making and Language Learning

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 66 to 70 are based on the following passage:

    Psychologists take opposing views of how external rewards, from warm praise to cold cash, affect motivation and creativity. Behaviorists, who study the relation between actions and their consequences, argue that rewards can improve performance at work and school. Cognitive（认知学派的）researchers, who study various aspects of mental life, maintain that rewards often destroy creativity by encouraging dependence on approval and gifts from others.

    The latter view has gained many supporters, especially among educators. But the careful use of small monetary（金钱的）rewards sparks creativity in grade-school children, suggesting that properly presented inducements（刺激）indeed aid inventiveness, according to a study in the June Journal of Personality and Social Psychology.

    “If kids know they’re working for a reward and can focus on a relatively challenging task, they show the most creativity,” says Robert Eisenberger of the University of Delaware in Newark. “But it’s easy to kill creativity by giving rewards for poor performance or creating too much anticipation for rewards.”

    A teacher who continually draws attention to rewards or who hands out high grades for ordinary achievement ends up with uninspired students, Eisenberger holds. As an example of the latter point, he notes growing efforts at major universities to tighten grading standards and restore failing grades.

    In earlier grades, the use of so-called token economies, in which students handle challenging problems and receive performance-based points toward valued rewards, shows promise in raising effort and creativity, the Delaware psychologist claims.

    66. Psychologists are divided with regard to their attitudes toward ______.

    A) the choice between spiritual encouragement and monetary rewards

    B) the amount of monetary rewards for student’ creativity

    C) the study of relationship between actions and their consequences

    D) the effects of external rewards on students’ performance

    67. What is the response of many educators to external rewards for their students?

    A) They have no doubts about them.                    B) They have doubts about them.

    C) They approve of them.                            D) They avoid talking about them.

    68. Which of the following can best raise students’ creativity according to Robert Eisenberger?

    A) Assigning them tasks they have not dealt with before.

    B) Assigning them tasks which require inventiveness.

    C) Giving them rewards they really deserve.            D) Giving them rewards they anticipate.

    69. It can be inferred from the passage that major universities are trying to tighten their grading standards because they believe ______.

    A) rewarding poor performance may kill the creativity of students

    B) punishment is more effective than rewarding

    C) failing uninspired students helps improve their overall academic standards

    D) discouraging the students’ anticipation for easy rewards is a matter of urgency

    70. The phrase “token economies” (Line 1, Para.5) probably refers to ________.

    A) ways to develop economy                 B) systems of rewarding students

    C) approaches to solving problems            D) methods of improving performance
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    Part II  Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One ★
    Questions 11 to 15 are based on the following passage:

    The fridge is considered a necessity. It has been so since the 1960s when packaged food first appeared with the label:” store in the refrigerator.”

    In my fridgeless Fifties childhood, I was fed well and healthy. The milkman came daily, the grocer, the butcher（肉商）, the baker, and the ice-cream man delivered two or three times a week. The Sunday meat would last until Wednesday and surplus（剩余的）bread and milk became all kinds of cakes. Nothing was wasted, and we were never troubled by rotten food. Thirty years on, food deliveries have ceased, fresh vegetables are almost unobtainable in the country.

    The invention of the fridge contributed comparatively little to the art of food preservation. A vast way of well-tried techniques already existed-natural cooling, drying, smoking, salting, sugaring, bottling…

    What refrigeration did promote was marketing—marketing hardware and electricity, marketing soft drinks, marketing dead bodies of animals around the globe in search of a good price.

    Consequently, most of the world’s fridges are to be found, not in the tropics where they might prove useful, but in the wealthy countries with mild temperatures where they are climatically almost unnecessary. Every winter, millions of fridges hum away continuously, and at vast expense, busily maintaining an artificially-cooled space inside an artificially-heated house-while outside, nature provides the desired temperature free of charge.

    The fridge’s effect upon the environment has been evident, while its contribution to human happiness has been insignificant. If you don’t believe me, try it yourself, invest in a food cabinet and turn off your fridge next winter. You may miss the hamburgers（汉堡包）, but at least you’ll get rid of that terrible hum.

    11. The statement “In my fridgeless Fifties childhood, I was fed well and healthily.” (Line 1, Para.2) suggests that _______.

    A) the author was well-fed and healthy even without a fridge in his fifties

    B) the author was not accustomed to using fridges even in his fifties

    C) there was no fridge in the author’s home in the 1950s

    D) the fridge was in its early stage of development in the 1950s

    12. Why does the author say that nothing was wasted before the invention of fridges?

    A) People would not buy more food than was necessary.

    B) Food was delivered to people two or three times a week.

    C) Food was sold fresh and did not get rotten easily.

    D) People had effective ways to preserve their food.

    13. Who benefited the least from fridges according to the author?

    A) Inventors.     B) Consumers.     C) Manufacturers.    D) Traveling salesmen.

    14. Which of the following phrases in the fifth paragraph indicates the fridge’s negative effect on the environment?

    A) “Hum away continuously”.                           B) “Climatically almost unnecessary”.

    C) “Artificially-cooled space”.                           D) “With mild temperatures”.

    15. What is the author’s overall attitude toward fridges?

    A) Neutral.       B) Critical.        C) Objective.      D) Compromising.

    Passage Two ★
    Questions 16 to 20 are based on the following passage:

    The human brain contains 10 thousand million cells and each of these may have a thousand connections. Such enormous numbers used to discourage us and cause us to dismiss the possibility of making a machine with human-like ability, but now that we have grown used to moving forward at such a pace we can be less sure. Quite soon, in only 10 or 20 years perhaps, we will be able to assemble a machine as complex as the human brain, and if we can we will. It may then take us a long time to render it intelligent by loading in the right software（软件）or by altering the architecture but that too will happen.

    I think it certain that in decades, not centuries, machines of silicon（硅）will arise first to rival and then exceed their human ancestors. Once they exceed us they will be capable of their own design. In a real sense they will be able to reproduce themselves. Silicon will have ended carbon’s long control. And we will no longer be able to claim ourselves to be the finest intelligence in the known universe.

    As the intelligence of robots increases to match that of humans and as their cost declines through economies of scale we may use them to expand our frontiers, first on earth through their ability to withstand environments, harmful to ourselves. Thus, deserts may bloom and the ocean beds be mined. Further ahead, by a combination of the great wealth this new age will bring and the technology it will provide, the construction of a vast, man-created world in space, home to thousands or millions of people, will be within our power.

    16. In what way can we make a machine intelligent?

    A) By making it work in such environments as deserts, oceans or space.

    B) By working hard for 10 or 20 years.

    C) By either properly programming it or changing its structure.

    D) By reproducing it.

    17. What does the writer think about machines with human-like ability?

    A) He believes they will be useful to human beings.

    B) He believes that they will control us in the future.

    C) He is not quite sure in what way they may influence us.

    D) He doesn’t consider the construction of such machines possible.

    18. The word “carbon” (Line 4, Para.2) stands for _________.

    A) intelligent robots        B) a chemical element       C) an organic substance      D) human beings

    19. A robot can be used to expand our frontiers when _______.

    A) its intelligence and cost are beyond question         B) it is able to bear the rough environment

    C) it is made as complex as the human brain    D) its architecture is different from that of the present ones

    20. It can be inferred from the passage that _______.

    A) after the installation of a great number of cells and connections, robots will be capable of self-reproduction

    B) with the rapid development of technology, people have come to realize the possibility of making a machine with human-like ability

    C) once we make a machine as complex as the human brain, it will posses intelligence

    D) robots will have control of the vast, man-made world in space

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:

    After the violent earthquake that shook Los Angeles in 1994, earthquake scientists had good news to report: The damage and death toll（死亡人数）could have been much worse.

    More than 60 people died in this earthquake. By comparison, as earthquake of similar intensity that shook America in 1988 claimed 25,000 victims.

    Injuries and deaths were relatively less in Los Angeles because the quake occurred at 4:31 a.m. on a holiday, when traffic was light on the city’s highways. In addition, changes made to the construction codes in Los Angeles during the last 20 years have strengthened the city’s buildings and highways, making them more resistant to quakes.

    Despite the good new, civil engineers aren’t resting on their successes. Pinned to their drawing boards are blueprints（蓝图）for improved quake-resistant buildings. The new designs should offer even greater security to cities where earthquakes often take place.

    In the past, making structures quake-resistant meant firm yet flexible materials, such as steel and wood, that bend without breaking. Later, people tried to lift a building off its foundation, and insert rubber and steel between the building and its foundation to reduce the impact of ground vibrations. The most recent designs give buildings brains as well as concrete and steel supports. Called smart buildings, the structures respond like living organisms to an earthquake’s vibrations. When the ground shakes and the building tips forward, the computer would force the building to shift in the opposite direction.

    The new smart structures could be very expensive to build. However, they would save many lives and would be less likely to be damaged during earthquakes.

    21. One reason why the loss of lives in the Los Angeles earthquake was comparatively low is that _______.

    A) new computers had been installed in the buildings

    B) it occurred in the residential areas rather than on the highways

    C) large numbers of Los Angeles residents had gone for a holiday

    D) improvements had been made in the construction of buildings and highways

    22. The function of the computer mentioned in the passage is to _____.

    A) counterbalance an earthquake’s action on the building

    B) predict the coming of an earthquake with accuracy

    C) help strengthen the foundation of the building

    D) measure the impact of an earthquake’s vibrations

    23. The smart buildings discussed in the passage ______

    A) would cause serious financial problems

    B) would be worthwhile though costly

    C) would increase the complexity of architectural design

    D) can reduce the ground vibrations caused by earthquakes

    24. It can be inferred from the passage that in minimizing the damage caused by earthquakes attention should be focused on _______.

    A) the increasing use of rubber and steel in capital construction

    B) the development of flexible building materials

    C) the reduction of the impact of ground vibrations

    D) early forecasts of earthquakes

    25. The author’s main purpose in writing the passage is to ________.

    A) compare the consequences of the earthquakes that occurred in the U.S.

    B) encourage civil engineers to make more extensive use of computers

    C) outline the history of the development of quake-resistant building materials

    D) report new developments in constructing quake-resistant buildings

    Passage Four

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage:

    Even plants can run a fever, especially when they’re under attack by insects or disease. But unlike humans, plants can have their temperature taken from 3,000 feet away-straight up. A decade ago, adapting the infrared（红外线）scanning technology developed for military purposes and other satellites, physicist Stephen Paley came up with a quick way to take the temperature of crops to determine which ones are under stress. The goal was to let farmers precisely target pesticide（杀虫剂）spraying rather than rain poison on a whole field, which invariably includes plants that don’t have pest（害虫）problems.

    Even better, Paley’s Remote Scanning Services Company could detect crop problems before they became visible to the eye. Mounted on a plane flown at 3,000 feet at night, an infrared scanner measured the heat emitted by crops. The data were transformed into a color-coded map showing where plants were running “fevers”. Farmers could then spot-spray, using 50 to 70 percent less pesticide than they otherwise would.

    The bad news is that Paley’s company closed down in 1984, after only three years. Farmers resisted the new technology and long-term backers were hard to find. But with the renewed concern about pesticides on produce, and refinements in infrared scanning, Paley hopes to get back into operation. Agriculture experts have no doubt the technology works. “This technique can be used on 75 percent of agricultural land in the United States,” says George Oerther of Texas A&M. Ray Jackson, who recently retired from the Department of Agriculture, thinks remote infrared crop scanning could be adopted by the end of the decade. But only if Paley finds the financial backing which he failed to obtain 10 years ago.

    26. Plants will emit an increased amount of heat when they are ________.

    A) sprayed with pesticides                    B) facing an infrared scanner

    C) in poor physical condition                  D) exposed to excessive sun rays

    27. In order to apply pesticide spraying precisely, we can use infrared scanning to ______.

    A) estimate the damage to the crops            B) draw a color-coded map

    C) measure the size of the affected area         D) locate the problem area

    28. Farmers can save a considerable amount of pesticide by ______.

    A) resorting to spot-spraying                 B) consulting infrared scanning experts

    C) transforming poisoned rain                D) detecting crop problems at an early date

    29. The application of infrared scanning technology to agriculture met with some difficulties due to _____.

    A) the lack of official support                B) its high cost

    C) the lack of financial support               D) its failure to help increase production

    30. Infrared scanning technology may be brought back into operation because of ______.

    A) the desire of farmers to improve the quality of their produce

    B) growing concern about the excessive use of pesticides on crops

    C) the forceful promotion by the Department of Agriculture

    D) full support from agricultural experts
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    Part II Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

    Passage One ★
    Questions 11 to 15 are based on the following passage:

    In bringing up children, every parent watches eagerly the child’s acquisition（学会）of each new skill-the first spoken words, the first independent steps, or the beginning of reading and writing. It is often tempting to hurry the child beyond his natural learning rate, but this can set up dangerous feelings of failure and states of worry in the child: This might happen at any stage. A baby might be forced to use a toilet too early, a young child might be encouraged to learn to read before he knows the meaning of the words he reads. On the other hand, though, if a child is left alone too much, or without any learning opportunities, he loses his natural enthusiasm for life and his desire to find out new things for himself.

    Patents vary greatly in their degree of strictness towards their children. Some may be especially strict in money matters. Others are sever over times of coming home at night or punctuality for meals. In general, the controls imposed represent the needs of the parents and the values of the community as much as the child’s own happiness.

    As regards the development of moral standards in the growing child, consistency is very important in parental teaching. To forbid a thing one day and excuse it the next is no foundation for morality（道德）. Also, parents should realize that “example is better than precept”. If they are not sincere and do not practise what they preach（说教）, their children may grow confused, and emotionally insecure when they grow old enough to think for themselves, and realize they have been to some extent fooled.

    A sudden awareness of a marked difference between their parents’ principles and their morals can be a dangerous disappointment.

    11. Eagerly watching the child’s acquisition of new skills _________.

    A) should be avoided                               B) is universal among parents

    C) sets up dangerous states of worry in the child       D) will make him lose interest in learning new things

    12. In the process of children’s learning new skills parents ______.

    A) should encourage them to read before they know the meaning of the words they read

    B) should not expect too much of them

    C) should achieve a balance between pushing them too hard and leaving them on their own

    D) should create as many learning opportunities as possible

    13. The second paragraph mainly tells us that __________.

    A) parents should be strict with their children

    B) parental controls reflect only the needs of the parents and the values of the community

    C) parental restrictions vary, and are not always enforced for the benefit of the children alone

    D) parents vary in their strictness towards their children according to the situation

    14. The word “precept” (Line 3, Para.3) probably means “_________”.

    A) idea         B) punishment         C) behavior        D) instruction

    15. In moral matters, parents should __________.

    A) observe the rules themselves          B) be aware of the marked difference between adults and children

    C) forbid things which have no foundation in morality    D) consistently ensure the security of their children

    Passage Two ★
    Questions 16 to 20 are based on the following passage:

    A good modern newspaper is an extraordinary piece of reading. It is remarkable first for what it contains: the range of news from local crime to international politics, from sport to business to fashion to science, and the range of comment and special features（特写）as well, from editorial page to feature articles and interviews to criticism of books, art, theatre and music. A newspaper is even more remarkable for the way one reads it: never completely, never straight through, but always by jumping from here to there, in and not glancing at one piece, reading another article all the way through, reading just a few paragraphs of the next. A good modern newspaper offers variety to attract many different readers, but far more than nay one reader is interested in. What brings this variety together in one place is its topicality（时事性）, its immediate relation to what is happening in your world and your locality now. but immediacy and the speed of production that goes with it mean also that much of what papers in a newspaper has no more than transient（短暂的）value. For all these reasons, no two people really read the same paper: what each person does is to put together out of the pages of that day’s paper, his own selection and sequence, his own newspaper. For all these reasons, reading newspapers efficiently, which means getting what you want from them without missing things you need but without wasting time, demands skill and self-awareness as you modify and apply the techniques of reading.

    16. A modern newspaper is remarkable for all the following except its _________.

    A) wide coverage       B) uniform style      C) speed in reporting news      D) popularity

    17. According to the passage, the reason why no two people really read the “same” newspaper is that _____.

    A) people scan for the news they are interested in

    B) different people prefer different newspapers

    C) people are rarely interested in the same kind of news

    D) people have different views about what a good newspaper is

    18. It can be concluded from the passage that newspaper readers ________.

    A) apply reading techniques skillfully            B) jump from one newspaper to another

    C) appreciate the variety of a newspaper          D) usually read a newspaper selectively

    19. A good newspaper offers “a variety” to readers because _________.

    A) it tries to serve different readers              B) it has to cover things that happen in a certain locality

    C) readers are difficult to please                 D) readers like to read different newspapers

    20. The best title for this passage would be “__________”.

    A) The Importance of Newspaper Topicality       B) The Characteristics of a Good Newspaper

    C) The Variety of a Good Newspaper             D) Some Suggestions on How to Read a Newspaper

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:

    American society is not nap（午睡）friendly. In fact, says David Dinges, a sleep specialist at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. “There’s even a prohibition against admitting we need sleep.” Nobody wants to be caught napping or found asleep at work. To quote proverb: “Some  sleep five hours, nature requires seven, laziness nine and wickedness eleven.”

    Wrong. The way not to fall asleep at work is to take naps when you need them. “We have to totally change our attitude toward napping”, says Dr. William Dement of Stanford University, the godfather of sleep research.

    Last year a national commission led by Dement identified an “American sleep debt” which one member said was as important as the national debt, the commission was concerned about the dangers of sleepiness: people causing industrial accidents or falling asleep while driving. This may be why we have a new sleep policy in the White House. According to recent reports, president Clinton is trying to take a half-hour snooze（打瞌睡）every afternoon.

    About 60 percent of American adults nap when given the opportunity. We seem to have “a midafternoon quiet phase” also called “a secondary sleep gate.” Sleeping 15 minutes to two hours in the early afternoon can reduce stress and make us refreshed. Clearly, we were born to nap.

    We Superstars of Snooze don’t nap to replace lost shut-eye or to prepare for a night shift. Rather, we “snack” on sleep, whenever, wherever and at whatever time we feel like it. I myself have napped in buses, cars, planes and on boats; on floors and beds; and in libraries, offices and museums.

    21. It is commonly accepted in American society that too much sleep is _______.

    A) unreasonable          B) criminal         C) harmful           D) costly

    22. The research done by the Dement commission shows that Americans ________.

    A) don’t like to take naps                            B) are terribly worried about their national debt

    C) sleep less than is good for them                    D) have caused many industrial and traffic accidents

    23. The purpose of this article is to ___________.

    A) warn us of the wickedness of napping                B) explain the danger of sleepiness

    C) discuss the side effects of napping                  D) convince the reader of the necessity of napping

    24. The “American sleep debt” (Line 1, Para.3) is the result of _________.

    A) the traditional misconception the Americans have about sleep

    B) the new sleep policy of the Clinton Administration

    C) the rapid development of American industry

    D) the Americans’ worry about the danger of sleepiness

    25. The second sentence of the last paragraph tells us that it is __________.

    A) preferable to have a sound sleep before a night shift

    B) good practice to eat something light before we go to bed

    C) essential to make up for cost sleep

    D) natural to take a nap whenever we feel the need for it

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage:

    Violin prodigies（神童）, I learned, have come in distinct waves from distinct regions. Most of the great performers if the late 19th and early 20th centuries were born and brought up in Russia and Eastern Europe. I asked Isaac Stern, one of the world’s greatest violinists the reason for this phenomenon. “It is very clear,” he told me. “They were all Jews（犹太人）and Jews at the time were severely oppressed and ill-treated in that part of the world. They were not allowed into the professional fields, but they were allowed to achieve excellence on a concert stage.” As a result, every Jewish parent’s dream was to have a child in the music school because it was a passport to the West.

    Another element in the emergence of prodigies, I found, is a society that values excellence in a certain field to nurture（培育）talent. Nowadays, the most nurturing societies seem to be in the Far East. “In Japan, a most competitive society, with stronger discipline than ours,” says Isaac Stem, children are ready to test their limits every day in many fields, including music. When Western music came to Japan after World War II, that music not only became part of their daily lives, but it became a discipline as well. The Koreans and Chinese as we know, are just as highly motivated as the Japanese.

    That’s a good thing, because even prodigies must work hard. Next to hard work, biological inheritance plays an important role in the making of a prodigy .J. S. Bach, for example, was the top of several generations of musicians, and four of his sons had significant careers in music.

    26. Jewish parents in Eastern Europe longed for their children to attend music school because _________.

    A) it would allow them access to a better life in the West

    B) Jewish children are born with excellent musical talent

    C) they wanted their children to enter into the professional field

    D) it would enable the family to get better treatment in their own country

    27. Nurturing societies as mentioned in the passage refer to societies that, _________.

    A) enforce strong discipline on students who want to achieve excellence

    B) treasure talent and provide opportunities for its full development

    C) encourage people to compete with each other

    D) promise talented children high positions

    28. Japan is described in the passage as a country that attaches importance to _________.

    A) all-round development                   B) the learning of Western music

    C) strict training of children                 D) variety in academic studies

    29. Which of the following contributes to the emergence of musical prodigies according to the passage?

    A) A natural gift.   B) Extensive knowledge of music.  C) Very early training.  D) A prejudice-free society.

    30. Which of the following titles best summarises the main idea of the passage?

    A) Jewish Contribution to Music.             B) Training of Musicians in the World

    C) Music and Society                      D) The Making of Prodigies
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    Part II  Reading Comprehension  (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:

    Psychologist George Spilich and colleagues at Washington College in Chestertown, Maryland, decided to find out whether, as many smokers say, smoking helps them to “think and concentrate.” Spilich put young non-smokers, active smokers and smokers deprived（被剥夺）of cigarettes through a series of tests.

    In the first test, each subject（试验对象）sat before a computer screen and pressed a key as soon as he or she recognized a target letter among a grouping of 96. In this simple test, smokers, deprived smokers and non-smokers performed equally well.

    The next test was more complex, requiring all to scan sequences of 20 identical letters and respond the instant one of the letters transformed into a different one. Non-smokers were faster, but under the stimulation of nicotine（尼古丁）, active smokers were faster than deprived smokers.

    In the third test of short-term memory, non-smokers made the fewest errors, but deprived smokers committed fewer errors than active smokers.

    The fourth test required people to read a passage, then answer questions about it. Non- smokers remembered 19 percent more of the most important information than active smokers, and deprived smokers bested those who had smoked a cigarette just before testing. Active smokers tended not only to have poorer memories but also had trouble separating important information from insignificant details.

    “As our tests became more complex.” Sums up Spilich, “non-smokers performed better than smokers by wider and wider margins” He predicts, “smokers might perform adequately at many jobs-until they got complicated. A smoking airline pilot could fly adequately if no problems arose, but if something went wrong, smoking might damage his mental capacity.”

    21. The purpose of George Spilich’s experiments is ________.

    A) to test whether smoking has a positive effect on the mental capacity of smokers

    B) to show how smoking damages people’s mental capacity

    C) to prove that smoking affects people’s regular performance

    D) to find out whether smoking helps people’s short-term memory

    22. George Spilich’s experiment was conducted in such a way as to __________.

    A) compel the subjects to separate major information from minor details

    B) put the subjects through increasingly complex tests

    C) check the effectiveness of nicotine on smokers

    D) register the prompt responses of the subjects

    23. The word “bested” (Line 3, Para.5) most probably means _________.

    A) beat        B) envied     C) caught up with      D) made the best of

    24. Which of the following statements is true?

    A) Active smokers in general performed better than deprived smokers.

    B) Active smokers responded more quickly than the other subjects.

    C) Non-smokers were not better than other subjects in performing simple tasks.

    D) Deprived smokers gave the slowest responses to the various tasks.

    25. We can infer from the last paragraph that ________.

    A) smokers should not expect to become airline pilots  B) smoking in emergency cases causes mental illness

    C) no airline pilots smoke during flights        D) smokers may prove unequal to handing emergency cases

    Passage Two

    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage:

    There is no denying that students should learn something about how computers work, just as we expect them at least to understand that the internal-combustion engine（内燃机） has something to do with burning fuel, expanding gases and pistons（活塞）being driven. For people should have some basic idea of how the things that they use do what they do. Further, students might be helped by a course that considers the computer’s impact on society. But that is not what is meant by computer literacy. For computer literacy is not a form of literacy（读写能力）; it is a trade skill that should not be taught as a liberal art.

    Learning how to use a computer and learning how to program one are two distinct activities. A case might be made that the competent citizens of tomorrow should free themselves from their fear of computers. But this is quite different from saying that all ought to know how to program one. Leave that to people who have chosen programming as a career. While programming can be lots of fun, and while our society needs some people who are experts at it, the same is true of auto repair and violin-making.

    Learning how to use a computer is not that difficult, and it gets easier all the time as programs become more “user-friendly”. Let us assume that in the future everyone is going to have to know how to use a computer to be a competent citizen. What does the phrase “learning to use a computer” mean? It sounds like “learning to drive a car”, that is, it sounds as if there is some set of definite skills that, once acquired, enable one to use a computer.

    In fact, “learning to use a computer” is much more like “learning to play a game”, but learning the rules of one game may not help you play a second game, whose rules may not be the same. There is no such a thing as teaching someone how to use a computer. One can only teach people to use this or that program and generally that is easily accomplished.

    26. To be the competent citizens of tomorrow, people should ________.

    A) try to lay a solid foundation in computer science

    B) be aware of how the things that they use do what they do

    C) learn to use a computer by acquiring a certain set of skills

    D) understand that programming a computer is more essential than repairing a car.

    27. In the second paragraph “violin-making” is mentioned to show that _________.

    A) programming a computer is as interesting as making a violin

    B) our society needs experts in different fields

    C) violin-making requires as much skill as computer programming

    D) people who can use a computer don’t necessarily have to know computer programming

    28. Learning to use a computer is getting easier all the time because _________.

    A) programs are becoming less complicated

    B) programs are designed to be convenient to users

    C) programming is becoming easier and easier

    D) programs are becoming readily available to computer users

    29. According to the author, the phrase “learning to use a computer” (Lines3-4, Para.3) means learning ________.

    A) a set of rules                        B) the fundamentals of computer science

    C) specific programs                    D) general principles of programming

    30. The author’s purpose in writing this passage is _________.

    A) to stress the impact of the computer on society

    B) to explain the concept of the computer literacy

    C) to illustrate the requirements for being competent citizens of tomorrow.

    D) to emphasize that computer programming is an interesting and challenging job

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage:

    The way people hold to the belief that a fun-filled, pain free life equals happiness actually reduces their chances of ever attaining real happiness, if fun and pleasure are equal to happiness then pain must be equal to unhappiness. But in fact, the opposite is true: more often than not things that lead to happiness involve some pain.

    As a result, many people avoid the very attempts that are the source of true happiness. They fear the pain inevitably brought by such things as marriage, raising children, professional achievement, religious commitment（承担的义务）, self-improvement.

    Ask a bachelor（单身汉）why he resists marriage even though he finds dating to be less and less satisfying. If he is honest he will tell you that he is afraid of making a commitment. For commitment is in fact quite painful. The single life is filled with fun, adventure, excitement. Marriage has such moments, but they are not its most distinguishing features.

    Couples with infant children are lucky to get a whole night’s sleep or a three-day vacation. I don’t know any parent who would choose the word fun to describe raising children. But couples who decide not to have children never know the joys of watching a child grow up or of playing with a grandchild.

    Understanding and accepting that true happiness has nothing to do with fun is one of the most liberating realizations. It liberates time: now we can devote more hours to activities that can genuinely increase our happiness. It liberates money: buying that new car or those fancy clothes that will do nothing to increase our happiness now seems pointless. And it liberates us from envy: we now understand that all those who are always having so much fun actually may not be happy at all.

    31. According to the author, a bachelor resists marriage chiefly because ________.

    A) he is reluctant to take on family responsibilities

    B) he believes that life will be more cheerful if he remains single

    C) he finds more fun in dating than in marriage

    D) he fears it will put an end to all his fun adventure and excitement

    32. Raising children, in the author’s opinion, is _________.

    A) a moral duty     B) a thankless job      C) a rewarding task    D) a source of inevitable pain

    33. From the last paragraph, we learn that envy sometimes stems from ________.

    A) hatred    B) misunderstanding     C) prejudice      D) ignorance

    34. To understand what true happiness is one must ____________.

    A) have as much run as possible during one’s lifetime    B) make every effort to liberate oneself from pain

    C) put up with pain under all circumstances              D) be able to distinguish happiness from fun

    35. What is the author trying to tell us?

    A) Happiness often goes hand in hand with pain.           B) One must know how to attain happiness.

    C) It is important to make commitments.                  D) It is pain that leads to happiness.

    Passage Four

    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage:

    It’s very interesting to note where the debate about diversity（多样化）is taking place. It is taking place primarily in political circles. Here at the College Fund, we have a lot of contact with top corporate（公司的）leaders; none of them is talking about getting rid of those instruments that produce diversity. In fact, they say that if their companies are to compete in the global village and in the global market place, diversity is an imperative. They also say that the need for talented, skilled Americans means we have to expand the pool means promoting policies that help provide skills to more minorities, more women and more immigrants. Corporate leaders know that if that doesn’t occur in our society, they will not have the engineers, the scientist, the lawyers, or the business managers they will need.

    Likewise, I don’t hear people in the academy saying. “Let’s go backward. Let’s go back to the good old days, when we had a meritocracy（不拘一格选人才） “(which was never true-we never had a meritocracy, although we’ve come close to it in the last 30 years). I recently visited a great little college in New York where the campus had doubled its minority population in the last six years. I talked with an African American who has been a professor there for a long time, and she remembers that when she first joined the community, there were fewer than a handful of minorities on campus. Now, all of us feel the university is better because of the diversity. So where we hear this debate is primarily in political circles and in the media---not in corporate board rooms or on college campuses.

    36. The word “imperative” (Line 5, Para.1) most probably refers to something _______.

    A) superficial       B) remarkable      C) debatable      D) essential

    37. Which of the following groups of people still differ in their views on diversity?

    A) Minorities.    B) Politicians.      C) Professors.     D) Managers.

    38. High corporate leaders seem to be in favor of promoting diversity so as to _________.

    A) lower the rate of unemployment               B) win equal political rights for minorities

    C) be competitive in the world market             D) satisfy the demands of a growing population

    39. It can be inferred from the passage that __________.

    A) meritocracy can never be realized without diversity

    B) American political circles will not accept diversity

    C) it is unlikely that diversity will occur in the U.S. media

    D) minorities can only enter the fields where no debate is heard about diversity.

    40. According to the passage diversity can be achieved in American society by ________.

    A) expanding the pool of potential employees        B) promoting policies that provide skills to employees

    C) training more engineers, scientists lawyers and business managers

    D) providing education for all regardless of race or sex
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    Part II    Reading Comprehension       (35 minutes)

    Passage One ★
    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:

    The view over a valley of a tiny village with thatched（草盖的）roof cottages around a church; a drive through a narrow village street lines with thatched cottages painted pink or white; the sight in parts of England. Most people will agree that the thatched roof is an essential part of the attraction of the English countryside.

    Thatching is in fact the oldest of all the building crafts practiced in the British Isles（英论诸岛）. Although thatch has always been used for cottage and farm buildings, it was once used for castles and churches, too.

    Thatching is a solitary（独自的）craft, which often runs in families. The craft of thatching as it is practiced toady has changed very little since the Middle Ages. Over 800 full-time thatchers are employed in England and Wales today, maintaining and renewing the old roofs as well as thatching newer houses. Many property owners choose thatch not only for its beauty but because they know it will keep them cool in summer and warm in winter.

    In fact, if we look at developing countries, over half the world lives under thatch, but they all do it in different ways. People in developing countries are often reluctant to go back to traditional materials and would prefer modern buildings. However, they may lack the money to allow them to import the necessary materials. Their temporary mud huts with thatched roofs of wild grasses often only last six months. Thatch which has been done the British way lasts from twenty to sixty years, and is an effective defiance against the heat.

    21. Which of the following remains a unique feature of the English countryside?

    A) Narrow streets lined with pink or white houses.         B) Rolling hills with pretty farm buildings.

    C) Cottages with thatched roofs.                        D) churches with cottages around them.

    22. What do we know about thatching as a craft?

    A) It is a collective activity.                 B) It is practised on farms all over England.

    C) It is quite different from what it used to be.  D) It is in most cases handed down among family members.

    23. Thatched houses are still preferred because of _________.

    A) their style and comfort                         B) their durability

    C) their easy maintenance                         D) their cheap and ready-made materials

    24. People in developing countries also live under thatch because ________.

    A) thatched cottages are a big tourist attraction     B) thatched roof houses are the cheapest

    C) thatch is an effective defense against the heat    D) they like thatched houses better than other buildings

    25. We can learn from the passage that _________.

    A) thatched cottages in England have been passed down from ancient times

    B) thatching is a building craft first created by the English people

    C) the English people have a special liking for thatched houses

    D) most thatched cottages in England are located on hillsides

    Passage Two ★
    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage:

    President Coolidge’s statement, “The business of America is business,” still points to an important truth today-that business institutions have more prestige（威望）in American society than any other kind of organization, including the government. Why do business institutions posses this great prestige?

    One reason is that Americans view business as being more firmly based on the ideal of competition than other institutions in society. Since competition is seen as the major source of progress and prosperity by most Americans, competitive business institutions are respected. Competition is not only good in itself, it is the means by which other basic American values such as individual freedom, equality of opportunity, and hard work are protected.

    Competition protects the freedom of the individual by ensuring that there is no monopoly（垄断）of power. In contrast to one, all-powerful government, many businesses compete against each other for profits. Theoretically, if one business tries to take unfair advantage of its customers, it will lose to competing business which treats its customers more fairly. Where many businesses compete for the customers’ dollar, they cannot afford to treat them like inferiors or slaves.

    A contrast is often made between business, which is competitive, and government, which si a monopoly. Because business is competitive, many Americans believe that it is more supportive of freedom than government, even though government leaders are elected by the people and business leaders are not. Many Americans believe, then, that competition is as important, or even more important, that democracy in preserving freedom.

    Competition in business is also believed to strengthen the ideal of equality of opportunity. Competition is seen as an open and fair race where success goes to the swiftest person regardless of his or her social class background. Competitive success is commonly seen as the American alternative to social rank based on family background. Business is therefore viewed as an expression of the idea of equality of opportunity rather than the aristocratic（贵族的）idea of inherited privilege.

    26. The statement “The business of America is business” probably means “________”.

    A) The business institutions in America are concerned with commerce

    B) Business problems are of great importance to the American government

    C) Business is of primary concern to Americans

    D) America is a great power in world business

    27. Americans believe that they can realize their personal values only ________.

    A) when given equality of opportunity                  B) through doing business

    C) by protecting their individual freedom                D) by way of competition

    28. Who can benefit from business competition?

    A) Honest businessmen.                             B) Both businessmen and their customers.

    C) People with ideals of equality and freedom.           D) Both business institutions and government.

    29. Government is believed to differ strikingly from business in that government is characterized by ________.

    A) its absolute control of power                       B) its function in preserving personal freedom

    C) its role in protecting basic American values            D) its democratic way of exercising leadership

    30. It can be inferred from the passage that the author believes _________.

    A) Americans are more ambitious than people in other countries

    B) in many countries success often depends on one’s social status

    C) American businesses are more democratic than those in other countries

    D) businesses in other countries are not as competitive as those in America

    Passage Three ★
    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage:

    The appeal of advertising to buying motives can have both negative and positive effects consumers may be convinced to buy a product of poor quality or high price because of an advertisement. For example, some advertisers have appealed to people’s desire for better fuel economy for their cars by advertising automotive products that improve gasoline mileage. Some of the products work. Others are worthless and a waste of consumers’ money.

    Sometimes advertising is intentionally misleading. A few years ago a brand of bread was offer to dieters（节食者）with the message that there were fewer calories（热量单位，大卡）in every slice. It turned out that the bread was not dietetic（适合于节食的）, but just regular bread. There were fewer calories because it was sliced very thin, but there were the same number of calories in every loaf.

    On the positive side, emotional appeals may respond to a consumer’s real concerns. Consider fire insurance. Fire insurance may be sold by appealing to fear of loss. But fear of loss is the real reason for fire insurance. The security of knowing that property is protected by insurance makes the purchase of fire insurance a worthwhile investment for most people. If consumers consider the quality of the insurance plans as well as the message in the ads, they will benefit from the advertising.

    Each consumer must evaluate her or his own situation. Are the benefits of the product important enough to justify buying it? Advertising is intended to appeal to consumers, but it does not force them to buy the product. Consumers still control the final buying decision.

    31. Advertising can persuade the consumer to buy worthless products by _________.

    A) stressing their high quality                           B) convincing him of their low price

    C) maintaining a balance between quality and price          D) appealing to his buying motives

    32.
The reason why the bread advertisement is misleading is that ________.

    A) thin slices of bread could contain more calories           B) the loaf was cut into regular slices

    C) the bread was not genuine bread         D) the total number of calories in the loaf remained the same

    33. The passage tells us that _______.

    A) sometimes advertisements really sell what the consumer needs

    B) advertisements occasionally force consumers into buying things they don’t need

    C) the buying motives of consumers are controlled by advertisements

    D) fire insurance is seldom a worthwhile investment

    34. It can be inferred from the passage that a smart consumer should _________.

    A) think carefully about the benefits described in the advertisements

    B) guard against the deceiving nature of advertisements

    C) be familiar with various advertising strategies

    D) avoid buying products that have strong emotional appeal

    35. The passage is mainly about ________.

    A) how to make a wise buying decision              B) ways to protect the interests of the consumer

    C) the positive and negative aspects of advertising    D) the function of advertisements in promoting sales

    Passage Four ★
    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage:

    So long as teachers fail to distinguish between teaching and learning, they will continue to undertake to do for children that which only children can do for themselves. Teaching children to read is not passing reading on to them. It is certainly not endless hours spent in activities about reading. Douglas insists that “reading cannot be taught directly and schools should stop trying to do the impossible.”

    Teaching and learning are two entirely different processes. They differ in kind and function. The function of teaching is to create the conditions and the climate that will make it possible for children to devise the most efficient system for teaching themselves to read. Teaching is also public activity: It can be seen and observed.

    Learning to read involves all that each individual does to make sense of the world of printed language. Almost all of it is private, for learning is an occupation of the mind, and that process is not open to public scrutiny.

    If teacher and learner roles are not interchangeable, what then can be done through teaching that will aid the child in the quest（探索）for knowledge? Smith has one principal rule for all teaching instructions. “Make learning to read easy, which means making reading a meaningful, enjoyable and frequent experience for children.”

    When the roles of teacher and learner are seen for what they are, and when both teacher and learner fulfil them appropriately, then much of the pressure and feeling of failure for both is eliminated. Learning to read is made easier when teachers create an environment where children are given the opportunity to solve the problem of leaning to read by reading.

    36. The problem with the reading course as mentioned in the first paragraph is that _______.

    A) it is one of the most difficult school courses         B) students spend endless hours in reading

    C) reading tasks are assigned with little guidance       D) too much time is spent in teaching about reading

    37. The teaching of reading will be successful if ________.

    A) teachers can improve conditions at school for the students

    B) teachers can enable students to develop their own way of reading

    C) teachers can devise the most efficient system for reading

    D) teachers can make their teaching activities observable

    38. The word “scrutiny” (Line 3, Para.3) most probably means “_________”.

    A) inquiry     B) observation       C) control       D) suspicion

    39. According to the passage, learning to read will no longer be a difficult task when _________.

    A) children become highly motivated               B) teacher and learner roles are interchangeable

    C) teaching helps children in the search for knowledge      D) reading enriches children’s experience

    40. The main idea of the passage is that _________.

    A) teachers should do as little as possible in helping students learn to read

    B) teachers should encourage students to read as widely as possible

    C) reading ability is something acquired rather than taught

    D) reading is more complicated than generally believed

    99-6-cet4

    Part II   Reading Comprehension     (35 minutes)

    Passage One

    Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:

    The biggest safety threat facing airlines today may not be a terrorist with a gun, but the man with the portable computer in business class. In the last 15 years, pilots have reported well over 100 incidents that could have been caused by electromagnetic interference. The source of this interference remain is unconfirmed, but increasingly, experts are pointing the blame at portable electronic device such as portable computers, radio and cassette players and mobile telephones.

    RTCA, an organization which advises the aviation（航空）industry, has recommended that all airlines ban（禁止）such devices from being used during “critical” stages of flight, particularly take-off and landing. Some experts have gone further, calling for a total ban during all flights. Currently, rules on using these devices are left up to individual airlines. And although some airlines prohibit passengers from using such equipment during take-off and landing, most are reluctant to enforce a total ban, given that many passengers want to work during flights.

    The difficulty is predicting how electromagnetic fields might affect an aircraft’s computers. Experts know that portable device emit radiation which affects those wavelengths which aircraft use for navigation and communication. But, because they have not been able to reproduce these effects in a laboratory, they have no way of knowing whether the interference might be dangerous or not.

    The fact that aircraft may be vulnerable（易受损的）to interference raises the risk that terrorists may use radio systems in order to damage navigation equipment. As worrying, though, is the passenger who can’t hear the instructions to turn off his radio because the music’s too loud.

    21. The passage is mainly about ___________.

    A) a new regulation for al airlines                  B) the defects of electronic devices

    C) a possible cause of aircraft crashes               D) effective safety measures for air flight

    22. What is said about the over 100 aircraft incidents in the past 15 years?

    A) They may have been caused by the damage to the radio systems.

    B) They may have taken place during take-off and landing.

    C) They were proved to have been caused by the passengers’ portable computers.

    D) They were suspected to have resulted from electromagnetic interference.

    23. Few airlines want to impose a total ban on their passengers using electronic devices because __________.

    A) they don’t believe there is such a danger as radio interference

    B) the harmful effect of electromagnetic interference is yet to be proved

    C) most passengers refuse to take a plane which bans the use of radio and cassette  players

    D) they have other effective safety measures to fall back on

    24. Why is it difficult to predict the possible effects of electromagnetic fields on an airplane’s computers?

    A) Because it is extremely dangerous to conduct such research on an airplane.

    B) Because it remains a mystery what wavelengths are liable to be interfered with.

    C) Because research scientists have not been able to produce the same effects in labs.

    D) Because experts lack adequate equipment to do such research.

    25. It can be inferred from the passage that the author ___________.

    A) is in favor of prohibiting passengers’ use of electronic devices completely

    B) has overestimated the danger of electromagnetic interference

    C) hasn’t formed his own opinion on this problem

    D) regards it as unreasonable to exercise a total ban during flight

    Passage Two ★
    Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage:

    The rise of multinational corporations（跨国公司）, global marketing, new communications technologies, and shrinking cultural differences have led to an unparalleled increase in global public relations or PR.

    Surprisingly, since modern PR was largely an American invention, the U.S. leadership in public relations is being threatened by PR efforts in other countries. Ten years ago, for example, the world’s top five public relations agencies were American-owned. In 1991, only one was. The British in particular are becoming more sophisticated and creative. A recent survey found that more than half of all British companies include PR as part of their corporate（公司的）planning activities, compared to about one-third of U.S. companies. It may not be long before London replaces New York as the capital of PR.

    Why is America lagging behind in the global PR race? First, Americans as a whole tend to be fairly provincial and take more of an interest in local affairs. Knowledge of world geography, for example, has never been strong in this country. Secondly, Americans lag behind their European and Asian counterparts（相对应的人）in knowing a second language. Less than 5 percent of Burson-Marshall’s U.S. employees know two languages. Ogilvy and Mather has about the same percentage. Conversely, some European firms have half or more of their employees fluent in a second language. Finally, people involved in PR abroad tend to keep a closer eye on international affairs. In the financial PR area, for instance, most Americans read the Wall Street Journal. Overseas, their counterparts read the Journal as well as the Financial Times of London and The Economist, publications not often read in this country.

    Perhaps the PR industry might take a lesson from Ted Turner of CNN(Cable News Network). Turner recently announced that the word “foreign” would no longer be used on CNN news broadcasts. According to Turner, global communications have made the nations of the world so interdependent that there is no longer any such things as foreign.

    26. According to the passage, U.S. leadership in public relations is being threatened because of ________.

    A) an unparalleled increase in the number of public relations companies

    B) shrinking cultural differences and new communications technologies

    C) the decreasing number of multinational corporations in the U.S.

    D) increased efforts of other countries in public relations.

    27. London could soon replace New York as the center of PR because __________.

    A) British companies are more ambitious than U.S. companies

    B) British companies place more importance on PR than U.S. companies

    C) British companies are heavily involved in planning activities

    D) four of the world’s top public relations agencies are British-owned

    28. The word “provincial” (Line 2, Para.3) most probably means “________”.

    A) limited in outlook                       B) like people from the provinces

    C) rigid in thinking                        D) interested in world financial affairs

    29. We learn from the third paragraph that employees in the American PR industry ________.

    A) speak at least one foreign language fluently

    B) are ignorant about world geography

    C) are not as sophisticated as their European counterparts

    D) enjoy reading a great variety of English business publications

    30. What lesson might the PR industry take from Ted Turner of CNN?

    A) American PR companies should be more internationally-minded.

    B) The American PR industry should develop global communications technologies.

    C) People working in PR should be more fluent in foreign languages.

    D) People involved in PR should avoid using the word “foreign”.

    Passage Three ★★
    Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage:

    Brazil has become one of the developing world’s great successes at reducing population growth-but more by accident than design. While countries such as India have made joint efforts to reduce birth rates, Brazil has had better result without really trying, says George Martine at Harvard.

    Brazil’s population growth rate has dropped from 2.99% a year between 1951 and 1960 to 1.93% a year between 1981 and 1990, and Brazilian women now have only 2.7 children on average. Martine says this figure may have fallen still further since 1990, an achievement that makes it the envy of many other Third World countries.

    Martine puts it down to, among other things, soap operas（通俗电视连续剧）and installment（分期付款）plans introduced in the 1970s. Both played an important, although indirect, role in lowering the birth rate. Brazil is one of the world’s biggest producers of soap operas. Globo, Brazil’s most popular television network, shows three hours of soaps six nights a week, while three others show at least one hour a night. Most soaps are based on wealthy characters living the high life in big cities.

    “Although they have never really tried to work in a message towards the problems of reproduction, they describe middle and upper class values-not many children, different attitudes towards sex, women working,” says Martine. “They sent this image to all parts of Brazil and made people conscious of other patterns of behavior and other values, which were put into a very attractive package.”

    Meanwhile, the installment plans tried to encourage the poor to become consumers. “This led to an enormous change in consumption patterns and consumption was incompatible（不相容的）with unlimited reproduction,” says Martine.

    31. According to the passage, Brazil has cut back its population growth _________.

    A) by educating its citizens                        B) by careful family planning

    C) by developing TV programmes                   D) by chance

    32. According to the passage, many Third World countries _________.

    A) haven’t attached much importance to birth control

    B) would soon join Brazil in controlling their birth rate

    C) haven’t yet found an effective measure to control their population

    D) neglected the role of TV plays in family planning

    33. The phrase “puts it down to” (Line 1, Pars.3) is closest in meaning to “_________”.

    A) attributes it to     B) finds it a reason for        C) sums it up as       D) compares it to

    34. Soap operas have helped in lowering Brazil’s birth rate because _________.

    A) they keep people sitting long hours watching TV   B) they have gradually changed people’s way of life

    C) people are drawn to their attractive package        D) they popularize birth control measures

    35. What is Martine’s conclusion about Brazil’s population growth?

    A) The increase in birth rate will promote consumption.

    B) The desire for consumption helps to reduce birth rate.

    C) Consumption patterns and reproduction patterns are contradictory

    D) A country’s production is limited by its population growth.

    Passage Four ★★
    Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage:

    There seems never to have been a civilization without toys, but when and how they developed is unknown. They probably came about just to give children something to do.

    In the ancient world, as is today, most boys played with some kinds of toys and most girls with another. In societies where social roles are rigidly determined, boys pattern their play after the activities of their fathers and girls after the tasks of their mothers. This is true because boys and girls are being prepared, even in play, to step into the roles and responsibilities of the adult world.

    What is remarkable about the history of toys is not so much how they changed over the centuries but how much they have remained is the same. The changes have been mostly in terms of craftsmanship, mechanics, and technology. It is the universality of toys with regard to their development in all parts of the world and their persistence to the present that is amazing. In Egypt, the Americas, China, Japan and among the Arctic（北极的）peoples, generally the same kinds of toys appeared. Variations depended on local customs and ways of life because toys imitate their surroundings. Nearly every civilization had dolls, little weapons, toy soldiers, tiny animals and vehicles.

    Because toys can be generally regarded as a kind of art form, they have not been subject to technological leaps that characterize inventions for adult use. The progress from the wheel to the oxcart to the automobile is a direct line of ascent（进步）. The progress from a rattle（拔浪鼓）used by a baby in 3000 BC to one used by an infant today, however, is not characterized by inventiveness. Each rattle is the product of the artistic tastes of the times and subject to the limitations of available materials.

    36. The reason why the toys most boys play with are different from those that girls play with is that __________.

    A) their social roles are rigidly determined      B) most boys would like to follow their fathers’ professions

    C) boys like to play with their fathers while girls with their mothers     D) they like challenging activities

    37. One aspect of “the universality of toys” lies in the fact that ________.

    A) technological advances have greatly improved the durability of toys

    B) the improvement of craftsmanship in making toys depends on the efforts of universities

    C) the exploration of the universe had led to the creation of new kinds of toys

    D) the basic characteristics of toys are the same the world over

    38. Which of the following is the author’s view on the historical development of toys?

    A) The craftsmanship in toy-making has remained essentially unchanged.

    B) Toys have remained basically the same all through the centuries.

    C) The toy industry has witnessed great leaps in technology in recent years.

    D) Toys are playing an increasingly important role in shaping a child’s character.

    39. Regarded as a kind of art form, toys _________.

    A) follow a direct line of ascent                       B) also appeal greatly to adults

    C) are not characterized by technological progress        D) reflect the pace of social progress

    40. The author uses the example of rattle to show that ________.

    A) in toy-making there is a continuity in the sue of materials

    B) even the simplest toys can reflect the progress of technology

    C) even the simplest toys can reflect the progress of technology

    D) even a simple toy can mirror the artistic tastes of the time
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